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Ark Oval Primary Academy Curriculum Framework 

‘If we all take some responsibility to start with WHY and inspire others to do the same then together we can change the world.’ Simon Sinek’ 

Introduction  

Ark Oval’s mission states that ‘Children, staff and parents at Ark Oval, are passionate about ensuring every child fulfils their potential and becomes an all-round exceptional 

citizen with the skills to succeed in life.’ This is the fundamental principle that underpins the design, implementation and ongoing review of the Oval curriculum. It is at the very 

core of our ‘why’ and defines us as a school.  

Intent 

The intent of our curriculum goes far beyond the outcomes seen at the end of Year 6. We have thoughtfully constructed a curriculum framework which focuses not solely on 

academia but on shaping our pupils into confident, passionate, life-long learners. We want our pupils to continue their journey with a secure foundation of knowledge, skills, 

ideas and most importantly-a relentless curiosity about the world around them. Thus, when designing this curriculum, we endeavoured to ensure it was broad, complimented 

by a wide range of experiences and provided pupils with far more than just academic achievement.   

In our pursuit of providing Oval pupils with a balanced and rich education, we have crafted a curriculum based on four key constructs: 

1) Knowledge 

Recent research in the field of cognitive psychology has had huge implications in what we know about what makes effective teaching and learning. One such area of research is 

that which has explored the importance of a rich knowledge base in developing critical thinking. Critical thinking is a crucial life skill not only in careers but in day-to-day life. 

‘Knowledge comes into play because if we want our pupils to think critically they must have something to think about.’ Dan Willingham. Willingham’s extensive research in this 

area is a key cornerstone of our curriculum. The idea that a rich base of factual knowledge helps pupils to make connections and exponentially leads to further learning is at the 

heart of the design of each unit through the years. The framework for each year group details explicitly the knowledge that will be learnt and how this knowledge develops 

cumulatively throughout the unit.  

2) Skills 

Once pupils have a broad knowledge base, they need to explore, practice and master skills to allow them to apply this knowledge in a meaningful way. The Oval curriculum 

highlights these key skills and demonstrates how these are applicable in real life contexts. It is of crucial importance to us that our pupils are clear on how content relates to real 

life. This is integral to pupils’ developing positive learning attitudes from the earliest stages of their education.  

3) Experiences 

Pupil’s experiences are of paramount importance in the delivery of the Oval curriculum. It is these experiences that provide meaningful context to learning. In other words, it 

makes the learning ‘sticky’ and gives something for pupils to pin their developing understanding to. The curriculum details experiences that enrich and complement each unit 

and offer teachers suggested educational visits that will ultimately enhance pupil understanding. These experiences also serve a different purpose- it allows our pupils, who 

come from differing backgrounds, equal opportunity to experience people and places that they may not have access to otherwise. Through these experiences, they will also 



 September 2018 

develop key life skills that we too often take for granted- how to use transport systems, how to interact with others and how to conduct themselves in public- essential 

development of them as both student but more importantly as active citizens in our society.  

4) Holistic Approach  

In designing this curriculum, we have maximised opportunity for pupils to make connections in content both across units and across year groups. This holistic approach is 

incredibly important for two key reasons: (a) learning acts as a catalyst for further learning as mentioned previously e.g. learning about the events of WW2 allows a better 

appreciation of historical narratives such as ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’. (b) It serves an important purpose for pupil’s experience of their learning and their individual 

self- esteem. They are essentially able to ‘hit the ground running; in subsequent learning and they develop a positive self-image as both learners and as individuals.  

The curriculum covers all areas of the statutory National Curriculum and offers equal importance to all subjects- a move away from the more traditional focus on Reading, 

Writing and Maths. Rather, these ‘core’ subjects are interspersed in all subject areas to allow pupils to flourish across a range of areas and develop multiple interests and 

talents.  

Implementation  

The choice of the word ‘framework’ was highly deliberate. The Oval Curriculum has not been designed as a rigid structure that teachers must adhere to stringently but rather a 

framework of suggested content ready to be moulded and shaped by teachers and pupils alike. The knowledge base is key in terms of delivery but how this knowledge is 

explored and is extended upon is very much reflective of individual cohorts. The shifting demographic of our pupils has further highlighted the necessity of having a responsive 

curriculum in place which responds to pupils individual starting points, existing knowledge and interests. The curriculum is therefore a continually evolving document and the 

trial of this in the academic year 17-18 has shown the success of this approach. Both teaching staff and the leadership team have contributed, and we have made a commitment 

as a staff to continue to review and refine this year-on-year so that our pupils are offered an outstanding education of the very highest quality. 

Measuring Impact 

Impact of the curriculum will be measured by evaluating both qualitative and quantitative data. Attainment and progress will be monitored closely, and qualitative data will be 

collected from pupils, teachers and parents to continually refine the curriculum. The impact will be seen from the KS2 SAT’s reading data because, if successfully implemented, 

this holistic approach rooted in developing cultural capital will positively impact this data.  
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Curriculum Framework Design Principles & Research Basis 
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‘Education is the sum 

total of one’s experience,’ 

Mortimer J Adler 
                      

 

Ark Oval Curriculum Framework- Experiences Offer 

 

 

 

 

Ark Oval Graduates in Year 6 will leave the academy having… 

…designed and flown a kite. 

…participated in class debates about important global issues. …designed and carried out scientific investigations. 

…carried out geographical fieldwork. 

…had a chance to perform to an 

audience.  

…participated in a competition.   …designed an invention that 

could change the world.   

…seen a live musical 

performance.  

…written and published a 

physical book.   

…fundraised for a worthy cause.    
…asked questions and having 

had their say in what and how 

they learn.     

…met with notable individuals 

who influence our community. 

…showcased their learning and celebrated their 

successes and achievements. 

…shared in other cultures and explored 

their beliefs, traditions and ideals.  
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Year 1 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key Idea What makes a hero 

super? 
   What makes us 

special?    
Would a tiger come to 

tea?  
What makes 

something beautiful? 
What does it mean to 

‘put yourself in someone 

else’s shoes?’   

How can we preserve 

our planet? 

   

Core Texts Traction Man by Mini 
Grey  

Dogger by Shirley 
Hughes 

The Velveteen Rabbit by  
Margery Williams  

The Naughty Bus by Jan 
Oke  

 

Amazing Grace by Mary 
Hoffman 

100 Best Poems for 
Children by McGough  

The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea by Judith Kerr  

Cinnamon by Neil Gaiman  

Tigers by James Mclain  

The Day the Crayons Quit 
by Drew Daywalt  

The Dot – Peter H. 
Reynolds 

Katie: Katie and the 
British Artists by James 
Mayhew  

 

The true story of the three 
little pigs. John Scieszka  

The three wolves and the big 
bad pig. Eugene Trivizas  

The stinky cheese man and 
other fairly stupid tales. 

 

Aesop’s Fables by Aesop  

Poems to Perform by Julia 
Donaldson 

Aesop’s Fables by Michael 
Rosen  

Suggested 

Progression 

of Themes 

1. Designing our own 
superheroes  
 

2. Mary Seacole- real 
life hero  

1. Ship of Theseus, made 
famous by British phi-
losopher Thomas 
Hobbes. 
  

1. HOOK- Trip- London 
Zoo  
 

2.  Art- Paintings of a 
Tiger’s stripes. 

1. Hook- National Gal-
lery trip 
 

2. Famous artists- Van 
Gough 

1. PSHE- empathy- what is 
it?  
 

2. Childhood- then and now 

1. Science- 

Animals/Seasonal 

Changes  
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3. Interviewing a real-
life hero  

 

4. Science- Everyday 
Materials  

 

5. RE: Christmas Story  
Drama- retelling the 

Christmas story 

2. Amazing Grace- Self-
portraits 

 

3. Science- animals 
 

4. What makes us 
unique? 

 

5.  Showcasing our tal-
ents  

 

6. CASE STUDY- 
Emeline Pankhurst 
and the Suffragettes  

 

3. Tiger’s natural habi-
tats- Science  

 
4. How can we save the 

tigers?  
 
5. Non-chronological re-

port on Tiger’s. 
 
6. Tiger Tea Party to 

showcase work.  
 

 

 

3. Art- evaluating 
paintings  

 

4. Music stimulus- cre-
ating art 

 

5. PSHE- Unique is 
beautiful 

 

6. Science- Plants- 
beauty of nature   

 

3. Putting ourselves in the 
shoes of  a child from the 
past-diary entry  

 

4. CASE STUDY- Christo-
pher Columbus- endeav-
our/ have courage 

 

 
5. CASE STUDY- Tim 

Peake- what does it feel 
like to be in space?  

 
6. Compare/contrast two 

explorers  

2. Design- creating 

animal habitats 

3. PSHE – Morals- 

friendship and trust 

4.  How to take care of 

animals- adopt an 

animal 

5. How to take care of 

our planet 

6. What can we do as a 

school to take care our 

planet 

 

Current 

affairs/wider 

world 

opportunitie

s)  

      

Cross-

Curricular 

Links 

English 

-Diary entry of Traction 

Man 

-Recount- meeting a real 

life hero 

-Poetry on our Hero’s 

-Mary Seacole information 

text  

Science  

-Everyday materials 

English 

-Narrative inspired by 

Amazing Grace 

-Letter to Grace to offer her 

advice  

Science  

-Animals including humans  

History  

Case Study- Emmeline 

Pankhurst  

Geography 

Where are we from- personal 

English  

-Narrative inspired by The 

Tiger Who Came to Tea. 

-Non-chronological report 

on tigers. 

-Recount- Tiger Territory 

London Zoo 

Science  

-Animals including humans  

Geography 

-Tigers and their natural 

English 

- Poetry/Art  

-Narrative inspired by ‘The 

Day the Crayons Quit’  

-Information leaflet- 

National Gallery 

Science  

- Everyday materials  

Geography 

- Famous artists global  

English 

- ‘The true story of _____’ 

-Diary entry from perspective 

of Columbus 

-Empathy poetry  

Science  

-Seasonal changes  

Geography 

- Columbus and the continents  

History  

-Childhood- then/now 

English 

-Persuasive letter to 

headteacher about adopting 

an animal  

-Narrative- fables 

-Animal poetry  

Science  

-Seasonal changes  

Geography 

- Time zone/seasons-skyping 

other countries  
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History  

-Mary Seacole- real-life 

hero  

Geography 

 

Art/DT 

-Designing our own super-

heroes.  

PSHE 

-Meet with real-life hero’s 

to interview them. 

MFL 

-Language  

RE  

-Christianity- Christmas 

story  

 

heritage  

-Croydon- what makes it 

unique  

Art/DT 

-Self Portraits linked to front 

cover of Amazing Grace  

PSHE 

-What makes us unique?  

MFL 

-Language 

RE  

Shinto 

Music 

Music from other cultures  

habitats- Africa and its 

geographical features.   

Art/DT 

-Paintings of the tiger’s 

stripes.  

PSHE 

-Setting goals.  

MFL 

-Language  

RE  

-Islam  

Music  

African drumming 

RE 

Animal ethics in religions  

History  

-History of art  

Art/DT 

- Paintings/sketch work 

PSHE 

- Recognising our talents  

MFL 

-Language  

RE  

-Rangoli  

Music  

Music-inspired artwork  

Art/DT 

- Book illustrations 

PSHE 

- Empathy  

MFL 

-Language  

RE  

- Empathy religious stories  

Music  

Composition  

-City and the countryside 

comparison  

Art/DT 

- Creating habitats 

PSHE 

- Looking after the 

environment 

-Respecting surroundings 

MFL 

-Language  

RE  

- Hinduism- sacred animals  

Music  

‘Save the world’ song/rap  

 

Skills  -Meet and talk with people 
(for example, with outside 
visitors such as religious 
leaders, police officers, the 
school nurse); (CitPoS) 
-Take part in discussions 
(for example, talking about 
topics of school, local, na-
tional, European, Com-
monwealth and global con-
cern, such as 'where our 
food and raw materials for 
industry come from'); (Cit-
PoS)  
-Distinguish between an 
object and the material 
from which it is made. 
(SciPoS) 

-Identify, name, draw and la-
bel the basic parts of the hu-
man body and say which 
part of the body is associated 
with each sense. (SciPoS) 
-Drawing on what they al-
ready know or on back-
ground information and vo-
cabulary provided by the 
teacher. (EngPoS) 
-Take part in discussions (for 
example, talking about top-
ics of school, local, national, 
European, Commonwealth 
and global concern, such as 
'where our food and raw ma-
terials for industry come 
from'); (CitPoS)  

-Use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, 
as well as the countries, con-
tinents and oceans studied at 
this key stage. (GeoPoS) 
-Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area 
in a contrasting non-Euro-
pean country. (GeoPoS) 
-Read books aloud, accu-
rately, that are consistent 
with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not 

- significant historical 

events, people and places 

in their own locality. 

(HisPoS) 

- changes within living 

memory – where 

appropriate, these should 

be used to reveal aspects of 

change in national life. 

(HisPoS)  

--About the work of a 

range of artists, craft 

makers and designers, 

describing the differences 

and similarities between 

different practices and 

- significant historical events, 

people and places in their own 

locality. (HisPoS) 

- name and locate the world’s 7 

continents and 5 oceans. (Ge-

ogPoS) 

-name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the 4 coun-

tries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its sur-

rounding seas. (GeogPoS) 

-to realise that people and 

other living things have needs, 

and that they have responsibili-

ties to meet them; (CitPoS) 

- the lives of significant 

individuals in the past who 

have contributed to national 

and international 

achievements, some should 

be used to compare aspects 

of life in different period. 

(HisPoS) 

- understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through studying the human 

and physical geography of a 

small area of the United 

Kingdom, and of a small area 

in a contrasting non-

European country. 
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-Identify and name a vari-
ety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, 
glass, metal, water, and 
rock. (SciPoS)  
-read their writing aloud, 
clearly enough to be heard 
by their peers and the 
teacher. (EngPoS) 
-the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who 
have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements, some 
should be used to compare 
aspects of life in different 
periods  

-Feel positive about them-
selves (for example, by hav-
ing their achievements rec-
ognised and by being given 
positive feedback about 
themselves); (CitPoS) 
-That they belong to various 
groups and communities, 
such as family and school; 
(CitPoS) 
 
- use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key 
-use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study 
the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key 
human and physical features 
of its surrounding 
environment. (GeogPoS) 

 

require them to use other 
strategies to work out words. 
(EngPoS) 
-Reread these books to build 
up their fluency and confi-
dence in word reading. (Eng-
PoS) 
-Identify and name a variety 
of common animals that are 
carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores. (SciPoS) 
-Describe and compare the 

structure of a variety of 

common animals (fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, birds 

and mammals including 

pets) (SciPoS) 

-to realise that people and 

other living things have 

needs, and that they have 

responsibilities to meet 

them; (CitPoS)  

 

disciplines, and making 

links to their own work. 

(ArtPoS) 

-to think about themselves, 

learn from their 

experiences and recognise 

what they are good at; 

(ArtPoS) 

-read aloud accurately 

books that are consistent 

with their developing 

phonic knowledge and that 

do not require them to use 

other strategies to work 

out words. (EngPoS) 

- re-read these books to 

build up their fluency and 

confidence in word 

reading. (EngPoS) 

 

-to recognise how their behav-

iour affects other people; (Cit-

PoS)  

-read aloud accurately books 

that are consistent with their 

developing phonic knowledge 

and that do not require them to 

use other strategies to work out 

words (EngPoS) 

- re-read these books to build 

up their fluency and confidence 

in word reading. (EngPoS)  

-to develop a wide range of art 

and design techniques in using 

colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and space. 

(ArtPoS) 

- about the work of a range of 

artists, craft makers and de-

signers, describing the differ-

ences and similarities between 

different practices and disci-

plines, and making links to 

their own work. (ArtPoS) 

(GeogPoS) 

- identify seasonal and daily 

weather patterns in the 

United Kingdom and the 

location of hot and cold 

areas of the world in relation 

to the Equator and the North 

and South Poles. (GeogPoS) 

-to realise that people and 

other living things have 

needs, and that they have 

responsibilities to meet 

them; (CitPoS)  

-participate in discussion 

about what is read to them, 

taking turns and listening to 

what others say. (EngPoS) 

-explain clearly their 

understanding of what is 

read to them. (EngPoS)  

 

 

Experiences -Meeting/interviewing a 

real-life hero. 

https://www.per-

form.org.uk/perform-

schools/topic-based-work-

shops/key-stage-one/crea-

tive-learning/superheroes 

Theatre workshop on su-

perheroes. 

-Talent show showcasing our 

talents. 

-Girls football match, boys 

cookery club  

-Kidzania, London 

-Tiger Territory at London 

Zoo  

-Living Planet Centre, Wo-

king 

-Adopt a Tiger WWF 

-Tiger Tea Party 

-National Gallery, London 

-Tate Modern, London  

-Art Gallery Showcase  

-Science Museum, London 

-Royal Museum Grenwich, 

Christopher Columbus 

-V and A  

-British Museum, London 

-Production of an Aesop 

Fable 

-Fundraising for global 

conservation  

Knowledge -Mary Seacole was a nurse. 

-She was excluded because 

of the colour of her skin. 

-She was from Jamaica. 

-MS travelled to Crimea to 

-A self-portrait is a picture of 

yourself. 

-Self-portraits can represent 

more than just the individual 

look.  

-Patterns can be shape, 

number or logic. 

-Tiger stripes are for camou-

flage.  

-A tiger is a predatory. 

-The magnificent National 
Gallery, London attracts 
approximately 4 to 5 mil-
lion visitors yearly. 
-Art was – and still is – a 
way to share who you are, 

-Empathy is the ability to un-
derstand and share the feelings 
of another. 
-Christopher Columbus was 
born on October 31, 1451 in 
Genoa, Italy. 

-Most of the fables that we 

read today were actually 

written sometime between 

620 and 560 BC by a Greek 

slave named Aesop.  

https://www.perform.org.uk/perform-schools/topic-based-workshops/key-stage-one/creative-learning/superheroes
https://www.perform.org.uk/perform-schools/topic-based-workshops/key-stage-one/creative-learning/superheroes
https://www.perform.org.uk/perform-schools/topic-based-workshops/key-stage-one/creative-learning/superheroes
https://www.perform.org.uk/perform-schools/topic-based-workshops/key-stage-one/creative-learning/superheroes
https://www.perform.org.uk/perform-schools/topic-based-workshops/key-stage-one/creative-learning/superheroes
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-italy/
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help soldiers who were sick 

there. 

-MS was a famous author.  

-People who help us are 

real life heroes.  

-Our emergency services 

are an example of this.  

-I know the difference 

between a naturally 

occurring material and a 

man-made material. 

-I know that different 

materials can be used for 

different purposes. 

-Christians believe that 

Jesus was born on the 25th 

December. 

-Heroes take many forms.  

 

-Unique means one of a 

kind.  

-Our differences make us 

unique.  

-The combination of 

experience and nature make 

us unique. 

- Pankhurst was a leading 

British women's rights 

activist, who led the 

movement to win the right 

for women to vote. 

- In 1889, Emmeline 

founded the Women's 

Franchise League, which 

fought to allow married 

women to vote in local 

elections. 

-Predators and prey are cam-

ouflage. 

-Tiger’s live in Asia.  

-Tigers are an endangered 

species. 

-There are different types of 

tigers. 

-Tigers are a part of the fe-

line family. 

- The largest of all the Asian 

big cats, tigers rely primarily 

on sight and sound rather 

than smell for hunting. 

- Males of the largest sub-

species, the Amur (Siberian) 

tiger, may weigh up to 660 

pounds. 

what you believe in and 
which tribe you belong to.  
-The first artists used 
ashes from fire, red clay or 
natural pigments from 
plants for paint. 
Today, artists can choose 
from many mediums, in-
cluding oil paints, water-
color, chalk, pastel, pencils 
and pens. Artists create 
their work on computers 
and even tablets. 
Artists can also use video, 
photographs, paper, metal, 
plastic or even recycled 
materials in their art. 
-Amazingly, at the young 
age of 9 Picasso completed 
his first painting which 
was called Le picador, 
which was a man riding a 
horse in a bullfight. 

-He began sailing when he was 
just a teenager. He went on 
trading voyages around the 
Mediterranean Sea. 
-He took his first voyage into 
the Atlantic Ocean in 
1476. French privateers at-
tached his ship and set it on 
fire. He survived by swimming 
to the coast of Portugal. 
-Tim Peake went to the Inter-
national Space Station in  2015 
and spent six months there car-
rying out scientific experi-
ments! Tim was the first British 
European Space Agency astro-
naut to visit the Space Station. 
-Empathy is, at its simplest, 
awareness of the feelings and 
emotions of other people. It is a 
key element of Emotional Intel-
ligence, the link between self 
and others, because it is how 
we as individuals understand 
what others are experiencing as 
if we were feeling it ourselves. 

-He wrote  hundreds of fa-

bles while he was in captiv-

ity. He keenly observed inci-

dents around him and 

weaved gripping tales 

around them. In the end, he 

always added an intelligent 

advice. 

-The Earth is your home too. 

And when it’s clean and 

healthy, the people, plants 

and animals that live on it 

are clean, healthy and happy. 

-The Earth is a fragile place 

that can be damaged easily 

by people. The good news is 

that people can also clean it 

up and take care of it. 

-To India's millions of Hin-

dus, the cow is a holy ani-

mal that cannot be harmed. 

 

https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-france/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-portugal/
https://easyscienceforkids.com/all-about-earth/
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Year 2 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key Idea BE RESPECTFUL 

‘No act of kindness, no 

matter how small is ever 

wasted.’ Aesop 

 

What was great about 

the great fire of 

London?  

How can we change 

the world?  
What makes a journey 

unforgettable? 
Let’s visit Africa- what 

have we learnt?  
The Elizabethans: 

Pirates or 

Explorers? 

 

 

Core Texts -I am Rosa Parks by Brad 
Meltzer  
-If You Were a Kid During 
the Civil Rights Movement 
by Gwendolyn Hooks 
 

-Vlad and the Great Fire of 
London by Kate 
Cunningham and Sam 
Cunningham 
-The Great Fire of London 
Unclassified by Nick 
Hunter 

-Ice Trap by Meredith 
Hooper  
-The Wright Brothers by 
Quentin Reynolds  
-Little People, Big 
Dreams book series.  
 

-The Bee Who Spoke by by 
Al MacCuish and Rebecca 
Gibbon 
-Once Upon a Star by 
James Carter 

-How the Zebra got its Stripes 
by Justine Fontes  
-Poems about Animals by 
Brian Moses 
-Amazing Grace by Mary 
Hoffman 

-The Twelfth Night 
(Shakespeare Stories) 
-Who was William 
Shakespeare by 
Celeste Mannis 
-Poetry for Kids: 
William Shakespeare 
by, Dr. Marguerite 
Tassi Ph.D  
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Suggested 

Progression of 

Themes 

1. Context – America in 
the 1960’s  
 

2. I have a dream – Martin 
Luther King what did he 
stand for? What did he 
want? What where his 
methods? Life story & 
impact 

 

3. The civil rights move-
ment – why was it 
needed – thought exper-
iment – discrimination 

 

4. How was the Civil 
Rights movement re-
ceived what methods did 
the Civil Rights Move-
ment use to persuade 
people about equality  

 

5. Rosa Parks, a contrast 
and comparison to MLK  

 

6. How is equality im-
portant to us – how can 
we make sure we are fair 
and equal to everyone. 

1. Fire Brigade visit- 

what is a fire? How are 

fires created? 

2. Fire safety and inform-

ing others 

3. The Great Fire of Lon-

don- how did it start? 

News reporter’s cover-

age of the event.  

4. London of 1666 vs 

London now 

5. Buildings then and 

now. 

6. Samuel Pepys Diary  

1. Shackleton and his 
Arctic expedition. 
What did he 
achieve?  
 

2. Journeys- how do we 
make them? What 
different modes of 
transport do we use 
in Croydon? 

 
3. How did the Wright 

brothers invent the 
aeroplane?  

 

4. How has transport 
changed over time? 
How has transport 
changed over time in 
Croydon?  

 

5. Designing and 
making our own 
cars. 

 

6. Jackson Pollock- 
artist- wheel 
paintings. 

1. What is space? How is 
it different to Earth?  
 

2. What are the parts of 
our solar system? 
What planets are in 
the solar system?  
 

3. What lies beyond the 
solar system? What is 
a galaxy?  
 

4. How do we travel in 
space? 

 
5. Why do we go to 

space? What’s the 
journey like?  

 

6. What has the outcome 
of the space pro-
gramme been? What 
does the future of the 
space programme look 
like?  

1. Where are Croydon and 
Accra? Examination of 
each locality in isolation 
– key features, geogra-
phy and history. PUR-
POSE: Received an email 
from Accra 

 
2. What is the difference 

between these places? A 
direct comparison of key 
features. 

 
3. What does our day look 

like? Children chart their 
day, food, lifestyle and 
clothing living in Croy-
don  

 
4. How is a day in Accra 

different? Children look 
at clothing and lifestyle 
in Accra and compare to 
their own  

 
5. What do people eat in 

Accra? Children try some 
food from Accra – com-
pare to their own diet  
(healthy eating) 

 
6. Children respond to the 

initial email summaris-
ing the key things they 
have learnt as differ-
ences/similarities 

1. Who were the 

Elizabethan’s? What 

was the Elizabethan 

period like?   

2. Drake and Raleigh 

famous Elizabethan 

“explorers” what 

were they like?  

3. The Spanish 

armada and a time of 

peril – what was it 

like on an 

Elizabethan ship – 

what made it so 

dangerous?  

4. The Spanish 

armada and a time of 

peril – Why were the 

Spanish trying to 

invade? 

5.” Age of 

Exploration” more 

than just travel – 

literature and 

learning – life of 

William Shakespeare  

6. Twelfth night and 

other Shakespeare 

works – how do they 

reflect the age of 

exploration? 
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Current 

affairs/wider 

world 

opportunities)  

Black History Month.   Innovators of our time- 
Steve Jobs 

NASA- Current missions    

Cross-

Curricular 

Links 

English  

-Diary  

-Persuasive letters to 

Montgomery County Police – 

University of Alabama  

-Non chron report of “I Have a 

Dream” 

-Speech writing on I have a 

dream  

Maths  

-Millions – million man march 

-Money  

-Dates and times 

STEM 

Space  

Geography 

-US geography 

-Mapping of southern states  

-Human geography of the 

southern – northern move  

Music  

-Motown  

Art/DT  

-Banners/posters 

-Iconic art of the 1960s, pop 

art, black and white 

photography  

Drama 

-Key moments in history – 

English 

-Information text on fire 

safety 

-Narrative about the story 

from perspective of the 

baker 

-Samuel Pepys diary entry  

Mathematics 

-Capacity 

-Shape, space and measure 

STEM 

Plants 

Geography 

-City of London 

History 

-Significant historical event- 

Great Fire of London 

Art/DT 

-City silhouette art  

PSHE 

Learning from our mistakes 

RE 

-Hinduism 

English 

-Diary entry of Shackleton 

-Non-chronological report 

about the Arctic 

-Narrative inspired by 

‘Up’- hot air balloon   

Mathematics 

-Distances 

-Measurements 

-Shape and space  

STEM 

Use of everyday materials 

Geography 

-Arctic exploration 

-Continents 

History 

-Notable individuals in 

history  

-History of modes of 

transport- Croydon 

Art/DT 

-Jackson Pollock Artist 

PSHE 

-Courage  

RE 

-Christianity  

English 

-Letter to the ISS 

- Diary of an astronaut 

-Non-chronological report of 

planets 

-Narrative inspired by the 

Bee Who Spoke   

-Biography Neil Armstrong  

Maths  

-Measurement  

-Scale 

-3d Shape  

STEM 

Animals including humans 

Art/DT 

-Solar system models 

-Marbling  

-Camera obscura art 

Music  

-Holst, planets  

IT/Computing  

-Vlogging 

-Programming 

-Computing power and 

development 

Music  

-Holst’s planet suite – 

reflective of the different 

planets? 

English 

-Diary – comparison of lives in 

Acton and Accra 

-Non-Chronological report – 

Accra the city/Acton and 

London 

-Letters – to and from “pen 

pals” 

-Recount – writing in role  

Maths 

-Pattern  

-Measuring - use of a ruler 

-Reading scales of differing 

units 

STEM 

Living things and their habitats  

Art/DT 

-Textiles 

-Stitching 

-Fabric printing 

-Batique? 

Geography  

-Recognition of climate 

differences  

-Recognition of differing 

human geography  

-Wider knowledge of first and 

third world urban areas 

English 

-Chronological report 

– Spanish armada  

-Letter to Queen 

Elizabeth from 

Raleigh/Drake 

-Narrative – Spanish 

sailor stranded in 

Wales  

-Non-Chronological 

report – Queen 

Elizabeth  

Maths  

-Distance – 4+ digit 

numbers 

-Money 

STEM 

The Scientific 

Renaissance 

Geography  

-Mapping the route of 

the armada  

-UK geography – 

where did the armada 

end up? 

-What are the seas 

around the UK like? 

Drama  

-Elizabethan plays – 

structure, 

performance, why so 
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Rosa parks’s bus ride 

-Oratory – hpe MLK spoke to 

people  

History  

-The modern era – 1950 – 

1970 

-“living memory” and how 

times change  

RE 

Buddhism 

PSHE 

-Equality  

 

RE 

Pilgrimages 

PSHE 

-Courage to explore the 

unknown- growth mindset  

Computing  

-Email 

-Video conferencing 

Music  

-Djemba and traditional 

African music types 

Drama 

-Oral histories – storytelling as 

a skill 

RE 

Traditions from African Culture 

PSHE 

Diversity  

 

  

popular?  

-Shakespeare – a man 

of the times? 

History  

-Elizabeth 1 

-Tudors and their 

impact  

-Age of Exploration  

-New World vs Old 

World 

Art/DT  

-Tudor art forms  

-Scenery and art 

through drama  

RE 

Sikhism 

PSHE 

Goal setting  

 

Skills  - to use drawing, painting and 

sculpture to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and 

imagination. (ArtPoS) 

- to think about themselves, 

learn from their experiences 

and recognise what they are 

good at; e. how to set simple 

goals. (CitPoS) 

- to recognise choices they can 

make, and recognise the differ-

ence between right and wrong; 

d. to agree and follow rules for 

their group and classroom, 

and understand how rules help 

them; (CitPos) 

-observe and describe how 
seeds and bulbs grow into 
mature plants. (SciPoS) 
-find out and describe how 
plants need water, light and 
a suitable temperature to 
grow and stay healthy. 
(SciPoS) 
-- to develop a wide range of 
art and design techniques in 
using colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form 
and space. (ArtPoS) 
- to take part in discussions 
with one other person and 
the whole class; b. to take 
part in a simple debate about 
topical issues; (CitPoS) 

-identify and compare the 

suitability of a variety of 

everyday materials, 

including wood, metal, 

plastic, glass, brick, rock, 

paper and cardboard for 

particular uses. (SciPoS) 

-find out how the shapes of 

solid objects made from 

some materials can be 

changed by squashing, 

bending, twisting and 

stretching. (SciPoS) 

 to use a range of materials 

creatively to design and 

make products. (ArtPoS) 

-notice that animals, 

including humans, have 

offspring which grow into 

adults. (SciPoS) 

- find out about and describe 

the basic needs of animals, 

including humans, for 

survival (water, food and air) 

(SciPoS) 

- to use a range of materials 

creatively to design and 

make products. (ArtPoS) 

- to use drawing, painting 

and sculpture to develop and 

share their ideas, 

experiences and 

-explore and compare the dif-

ferences between things that 

are living, dead, and things that 

have never been alive. (SciPoS) 

- identify that most living 

things live in habitats to which 

they are suited and describe 

how different habitats provide 

for the basic needs of different 

kinds of animals and plants, 

and how they depend on each 

other. (SciPoS) 

-- to use drawing, painting and 

sculpture to develop and share 

their ideas, experiences and im-

agination. (ArtPoS) 

-asking simple 

questions and 

recognising that they 

can be answered in 

different ways (SciPoS)  

-observing closely, 

using simple 

equipment. (SciPoS) 

-performing simple 

tests. (SciPoS) 

- to use a range of 

materials creatively to 

design and make 

products. (ArtPoS) 

- to think about 

themselves, learn from 
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- the lives of significant indi-

viduals in the past who have 

contributed to national and in-

ternational achievements. 

(HisPoS) 

- events beyond living 
memory that are significant 
nationally or globally [for 
example, the Great Fire of 
London, the first aeroplane 
flight or events 
commemorated through 
festivals or anniversaries] 
(HisPoS) 
- significant historical 
events, people and places in 
their own locality. (GeogPoS) 

-about the work of a range 

of artists, craft makers and 

designers, describing the 

differences and similarities 

between different practices 

and disciplines, and 

making links to their own 

work.(ArtPoS) 

imagination. (ArtPoS) 

- name and locate the 

world’s 7 continents and 5 

oceans.  (GeogPoS) 

-name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the 4 

countries and capital cities of 

the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding seas. (GeogPoS) 

- significant historical 

events, people and places in 

their own locality.(GeogPoS) 

 

 

- to realise that people and 

other living things have needs, 

and that they have responsibili-

ties to meet them;(CitPoS) 

-understand geographical simi-

larities and differences through 

studying the human and physi-

cal geography of a small area of 

the United Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a contrasting non-

European country. (GeogPoS) 

 

their experiences and 

recognise what they are 

good at; e. how to set 

simple goals. (CitPoS) 

- changes within living 

memory. Where 

appropriate, these 

should be used to 

reveal aspects of 

change in national life. 

(HisPoS) 

Experiences -Public speaking debate 

-Civil Rights assembly 

-London trip  

-Museum of London- 

London is burning exhibition 

 

-Science Museum  

-Royal Air Force Museum 

-Croydon Airport Visitor 

Centre 

- Science Museum  
-Video conferencing  
-Use of “own” tablet resource 
 

-Making a local journey  

-Journey into London 

-Africa-themed celebration 

-The Globe Theatre 

-Tudor Day- in-house 

Knowledge -Rosa Parks was the catalyst to 

the civil rights movement.  

-RP lives in 1960s America 

which was segregated. 

-A self-portrait is a picture of 

yourself. 

-Self-portraits can represent 

more than just the individual 

look.  

-Unique means one of a kind.  

-Our differences make us 

unique.  

-The combination of 

experience and nature make us 

unique. 

-On October 14th, 1964 Martin 

Luther King Jr. became the 

-The Great Fire of London 

happened between 2-5 

September in 1666. 

-The fire began in a bakery 

in Pudding Lane. 

-Before the fire began, there 

had been a drought in 

London that lasted for 10 

months, so the city was very 

dry. 

-In 1666, lots of people had 

houses made from wood and 

straw which burned easily. 

Houses were also built very 

close together. 

-We know what happened 

during the fire because 

-Sir Ernest Henry 

Shackleton (February 15, 

1874 – January 5, 1922) 

was an Irish-born British 

explorer, now chiefly 

remembered for his 

Antarctic expedition of 

1914–1916 in the ship 

Endurance. 

- Orville and Wilbur 

Wright are credited with 

inventing the airplane. 

They were the first to make 

a successful human flight 

with a craft that was 

powered by an engine and 

was heavier than air. 

- Space is the area out-
side of the earth’s at-
mosphere 

- The names of the plan-
ets  

- There are 8 planets and 
one dwarf planet  

- Planets and stars form 
parts of galaxies  

- Our galaxy is the milky 
way  

- The main constellations 
- The location of polaris 
- The brief history of 

manned space flight 
- The Apollo program 
- The ISS program 
- Neil Armstrong was the 

first man on the moon 

- Africa is a continent  
- Ghana is a country 
- Accra is the capital city of 

Ghana  
- London is the capital of 

the United Kingdom 
- The United Kingdom is a 

country in Europe  

- Food is different in differ-
ent countries 

- Climate is different in dif-
ferent countries 

- Languages are different in 
different countries 

- People dress differently in 
different countries. 

- Croydon was the home of 
the first commercial air-
port. 

-The Elizabethan Era 

took place from 1558 to 

1603 and is considered 

by many historians to 

be the golden age in 

English History. 

-The Elizabethan Era is 

perhaps most famous 

for its theatre and the 

works of William 

Shakespeare. 

-Today Shakespeare is 

considered the greatest 

writer of the English 

language. Popular gen-

res of theatre included 

the history play, the 
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youngest man (age 35) to 

receive a Nobel Peace Prize for 

combating racial inequality 

through non-violence. 

-Martin Luther King Jr. Day is 

celebrated on the third 

Monday on January. 

people back then wrote 

about it in letters and 

newspapers – for instance, 

Samuel Pepys wrote about it 

in his diary. 

-Artists who were alive in 

1666 painted pictures of the 

fire afterwards, so we know 

what it would have looked 

like if we’d been there too. 

-To fight fires during this 

time, people would have 

used leather buckets, metal 

hooks and water squirts. 

- Orville made the famous 

first flight. The flight took 

place at Kitty Hawk North 

Carolina on December 17, 

1903. 

- August 19th, Orville 

Wright's birthday, is also 

National Aviation Day. 

- Today, the airplane is 

exhibited in the National 

Air and Space Museum in 

Washington D.C. 

- Yuri Gagarin was the 
first man in space 

- Helen Sharman was the 
first British person in 
space  

- Distance in space is 
measured in lightyears 

- Space is a sphere 
- Space is a vacuum 

- Space has gravity in a 
different way to earth. 

- It’s been estimated that 
the total cost of the 
Apollo 11 mission that 
first put man on the 
moon was $25.4 billion. 

- Croydon is a large town in 
south London, England, 
9.5 miles (15.3 km) south 
of Charing Cross. 

- The principal settlement in 
the London Borough of 
Croydon, it is one of the 
largest commercial dis-
tricts outside Central Lon-
don. 

tragedy, and the com-

edy. 

-The Spanish Armada 

was a Spanish fleet of 

130 ships that sailed 

from A Coruña in late 

May 1588, under the 

command of the Duke 

of Medina Sidonia, 

with the purpose of es-

corting an army from 

Flanders to invade 

England. 
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Year 3 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key Idea BE BRAVE 

‘I haven’t failed. I’ve 

just found 10,000 

ways that won’t 

work.’ Thomas 

Edison. What does 

this mean? How can 

we apply this in our 

lives? 

‘The first thing you 

have to do as a 

musician is listen’ 

Hans Zimmer. Is this 

the most important 

thing to do as a 

musician? 

 

‘Our greatest glory 

is not in never 

failing but rising 

every time we fall.’ 

Confucius- does this 

hold true for you? 

 

‘We learn from every 

natural disaster. 

Whether it’s a fire or a 

flood, we learn 

something from it, so we 

can better respond to 

the next one better.’ 

Malcolm Turnbull- do 

you agree?   

‘No man ever steps in in the same river twice- 

for it’s not the same river and he’s not the 

same man.’ Heraclitus. Is this true?  

 

Core Texts The Iron Man by Ted 
Hughes 
Wonder Women: 25 
Innovators, Inventors, 
and Trailblazers Who 
Changed History by 
Sam Maggs 
Inspired Inventions - 
Poem by Gautam Sen 

Johannes Brahms (Getting 
to Know the World's 
Greatest Composers) by 
Mike Venezia 

When Stravinsky Met 
Nijinsky: Two Artists, 
Their Ballet, and One 
Extraordinary Riot by 
Lauren Stringer 

The Composer Is Dead by 
Lemony Snicket  

 

The Kite Rider by 
Geraldine 
McCaughrean 

The Legend of Mulan 

On The Heron Tower – 
Wang Zhihuan (Poem) 

王之涣《登鹳雀楼》 

白日依山尽 

黄河入海流 

欲穷千里目 

更上一层楼 

The Firework Makers 
Daughter Philip Pullman 

The Pebble in my Pocket   

The Fantastic Flying Books 
of Mr Morris Lessmore- 
Literacy Shed Stimulus  

The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 

Flotsam by David Wiesner 

The Ganges: India's Sacred River by Molly Aloian  
 

The Brook - Poem by Alfred Lord Tennyson 
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Suggested 

Progression of 

Themes 

1. What did Archime-
des and Brunel in-
vent? Why were 
these inventions so 
important to the 
world they lived in? 

2. Is everything in-
vented a positive? 
Nuclear energy, 
computers, and 
drugs. 

3. Inventions have a 
purpose – what do 
you think the pur-
pose is for the Iron 
Man? 

4. What inventions 
have made a differ-
ence to you? What 
is the invention 
process – need to 
fulfilment 

5. What would you 
create to make your 
life easier? How are 
you going to plan, 
design and build it? 
How will you make 
sure that the inven-
tion can be repro-
duced? 

6. The Iron Man 
shows awareness 
and some emotion. 
Can machines be 
alive? What is the 
definition of alive? 
Ustinov’s laws of 
robotics are clear, 
but do we agree? 

1. What is music? How is 
it created? What differ-
ent styles, types and 
sounds do we know or 
can explore? 

2. How much music do I 
listen to? What do I like 
and why? 

3. How is music different 
around the world – 
compare different styles 
of music from around 
the world 

4. How has music changed 
over time – looking at 
different seminal pieces 
from different classical 
periods to modern) 
from different eras. 

5. Have my opinions 
changed? Do I still en-
joy the same music or 
are there other pieces 
which I have enjoyed?  

6. Famous musicians 
throughout history  

 

1. Where is China? 
What was the time-
line for the Shang 
Dynasty?  

2. Would I lie to you 
style game- Shang 
rulers and ones pu-
pils create. 

3. Mandarin- Chinese 
language and writ-
ing 

4. Shang Gods and 
worship in different 
world religions  

5. The Real Hua Mu-
lan- gender roles 
during the Shang 
dynasty  

6. Class discussion- 
are girls and boys 
treated fairly in 
sport? Class debate.  
 

1. What is the “earth”? What 
is the structure of our 
planet and what evidence 
can we see of this?  

2. Tectonic plates – what 
and where are they – 
what do they have to do 
with volcanos and earth-
quakes?  

3. What is a volcano, where 
do they occur? 

4. Krakatoa, Vesuvius and 
Monserrat – what hap-
pens when a volcano 
erupts?  

5. In the firework makers 
daughter, the volcano is 
seen as a god – lots of cul-
tures having gods of vol-
canos – why could this 
been? Why are volcanos 
seen as “angry?” 

6. Are volcanos a bad thing? 
Destruction vs creation –
island building and fertile 
soil vs destruction of 
property and life. 
 

1. River profile Thames – 
where does it come 
from, where does it go, 
how big is it? What 
kind of ecosystems can 
be found along it? 

2. River profile Ganges -
where does it come 
from, where does it go, 
how big is it? What 
kind of ecosystems can 
be found along it? 

3. River profile Amazon – 
where does it come 
from, where does it go, 
how big is it? What 
kind of ecosystems can 
be found along it? 

4. River references in lit-
erature – the Wind in 
the Willows is about 
the Thames, but rivers 
appear in lots of books 
– comparisons of river 
descriptions. Why do 
these rivers hold such 
attraction for people’s 
imaginations? 

5. Rivers in the arts – 
how does the music of 
rivers reflect their na-
ture. Rivers in art, 
dance and music how 
do these interpreta-
tions reflect the nature 
of rivers.  

6. “The river in the wind 
in the willows is almost 
an extra character.” Do 
you agree? 

1. What is a friend? 
How do we define 
what a friend is?  

2. Examples of 
friendship in liter-
ature.  The Wind in 
the Willows is a 
story all about 
friendship – how 
does it compare to 
some other famous 
friendships in liter-
ature. Charlotte’s 
Web, Swallows and 
Amazons, BFG, 
The Famous Five, 
The Lion the Witch 
and the Wardrobe. 

3. How do we relate 
to our friends – 
keeping them, re-
specting them and 
growing the bond 

4. How do we man-
age problems in 
our friendship – is 
Toad the best 
friend he can be? 

5. How can we 
change our behav-
iour and environ-
ment to be better 
friends – what 
guidelines and ex-
pectations can we 
establish? 

6. What can we learn 
from Toad, Ratty, 
Mole and Badger – 
what are the 
golden rules of 
friendship? 
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Current 

affairs/wider world 

opportunities)  

  Chinese New Year- 
Tuesday 4th February  

   

Cross-Curricular 

Links 

English 

-Narrative inspired by the 

Iron Man 

-Robot profile- non-

chronological report 

-Diary entry of famous 

inventor.  

Mathematics 

Shape, space and 

measure in design  

History 

Iron age  

Geography 

Railway- Croydon  

STEM 

Forces and magnets  

PSHE  

Personal goals  

Art/DT 

Silhouette pictures 

Designing own inventions  

R.E 

Sikhism  

English 

-Music review 

-Narrative inspired by music 

-Information texts- Brahms  

Mathematics 

Counting, rhythm, scales, 

intervals, patterns, symbols.  

History 

The history of Music 

Geography 

Music from across the globe  

STEM 

Plants  

PSHE  

Diversity  

Art/DT 

Ekphrasis with Music  

R.E 

Music in Religion and 

worship  

 

English 

-Persuasive text- girls 

and boys should be given 

the same opportunities 

-Non-chronological 

report- Chinese New 

Year 

-Descriptive writing- 

China  

Mathematics 

Chinese number system  

History 

Ancient China  

Geography 

China  

STEM 

Light- lanterns  

PSHE  

-Gender equality  

Art/DT 

-Designing and creating 

kites  

R.E 

Shinto                     

English 

-Firework maker’s daughter 

inspired narrative. 

-Non-chronological report on 

rock types  

Mathematics 

Scales- e.g. Richter scale  

Science  

-Rocks 

Geography 

-Volcanoes and Earthquakes  

History 

Mount Vesuvius  

Art/DT 

-Firework skyline art  

PSHE 

- Gender roles  

MFL 

-Language 

RE  

-Judaism 

English 

-Wind in the Willows narrative 

-Wind in the Willows play script for end of year play  

-Famous rivers non-chronological report 

-River poetry 

-Descriptive writing- settings and characters  

Mathematics 

Capacity 

Science /STEM 

-Animals, including humans 

History 

Famous rivers in the world 

Geography  

-Rivers  

Art/DT 

-Props for production  

PSHE 

-Looking after the planet  

MFL 

-Language 

RE  

-Creation stories  

-Sacred rivers- River Ganges- Hinduism  

 

Skills  - changes in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age. (HisPoS)  

-the achievements of the 
earliest civilizations – an 
overview of where and when 

-the achievements of the 

earliest civilizations – an 

-compare and group together 

different kinds of rocks on the 

-identify that animals, including humans, need the right 

types and amount of nutrition, and that they cannot make 
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-to use drawing, painting 
and sculpture to develop 
and share their ideas, 
experiences and 
imagination. (ArtPoS) 
-to talk and write about 
their opinions, and 
explain their views, on 
issues that affect 
themselves and society. 
(CitPoS) 
-compare how things 
move on different 
surfaces. (SciPoS) 
- observe how magnets 
attract or repel each other 
and attract some 
materials and not others. 
(SciPoS) 
-to recognise their worth 
as individuals by 
identifying positive things 
about themselves and 
their achievements, 
seeing their mistakes, 
making amends and 
setting personal goals; 
(CitPoS)  
-read aloud their own 
writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using 
appropriate intonation 
and controlling the tone 
and volume so that the 
meaning is clear. 
(EngPoS)  
-identifying main ideas 
drawn from more than 
one paragraph and 
summarising these. 
(EngPoS)  
-about great artists, 
architects and designers 
in history. (ArtPoS)  

the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study 
of one of the following: 
Ancient Sumer; The Indus 
Valley; Ancient Egypt; The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient 
China. (HisPoS) 
-preparing poems and play 
scripts to read aloud and to 
perform, showing 
understanding through 
intonation, tone, volume and 
action. (EngPoS)   
-discussing writing similar to 
that which they are planning 
to write in order to 
understand and learn from 
its structure, vocabulary and 
grammar. (EngPoS)  
-identify and describe the 
functions of different parts 
of flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers. (SciPoS) 
-explore the requirements of 
plants for life and growth 
(air, light, water, nutrients 
from soil, and room to grow) 
and how they vary from 
plant to plant. (SciPoS) 
-that differences and 
similarities between people 
arise from a number of 
factors, including cultural, 
ethnic, racial and religious 
diversity, gender and 
disability; (CitPoS) 
-to improve their mastery of 
art and design techniques, 
including drawing, painting 
and sculpture with a range of 
materials [for example, 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
(ArtPoS)  

overview of where and 

when the first 

civilizations appeared 

and a depth study of one 

of the following: Ancient 

Sumer; The Indus Valley; 

Ancient Egypt; The 

Shang Dynasty of 

Ancient China. (HisPoS) 

-proposing changes to 

grammar and vocabulary 

to improve consistency, 

including the accurate 

use of pronouns in 

sentences. (EngPoS)  

-that differences and 

similarities between 

people arise from a 

number of factors, 

including cultural, 

ethnic, racial and 

religious diversity, 

gender and disability; 

(CitPoS)  

-that pressure to behave 

in an unacceptable or 

risky way can come from 

a variety of sources, 

including people they 

know, and how to ask for 

help and use basic 

techniques for resisting 

pressure to do wrong; 

(CitPoS)  

-recognise that shadows 

are formed when the 

light from a light source 

is blocked by an opaque 

object. (SciPoS) 

basis of their appearance and 

simple physical properties. 

(SciPoS)  

-describe in simple terms how 

fossils are formed when things 

that have lived are trapped 

within rock. (SciPoS) 

-recognise that soils are made 

from rocks and organic matter. 

(SciPoS)  

-describe and understand key 

aspects of: physical geography, 

including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes 

and earthquakes, and the 

water cycle. (GeoPoS)  

-to develop a wide range of art 

and design techniques in using 

colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and space. 

(ArtPoS)  

-to research, discuss and 

debate topical issues, 

problems and events. (CitPoS) 

-preparing poems and play 

scripts to read aloud and to 

perform, showing 

understanding through 

intonation, tone, volume and 

action. (EngPoS) 

-to improve their mastery of 

art and design techniques, 

including drawing, painting 

and sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, pencil, 

charcoal, paint, clay] (ArtPoS)  

  

their own food; they get nutrition from what they eat. 

(SciPoS) 

-identify that humans and some other animals have 

skeletons and muscles for support, protection and 

movement. (SciPoS)  

-describe and understand key aspects of: physical 

geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the water cycle. (GeoPoS)  

- to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in 

using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space. 

(ArtPoS)  

-what improves and harms their local, natural and built 

environments and about some of the ways people look 

after them. (CitPoS)  

-increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling 

some of these orally. (EngPoS) 

-checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing 

their understanding and explaining the meaning of words 

in context 

-asking questions to improve their understanding of a 

text. (EngPoS) 

-drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence. (EngPoS) 

-listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, 

plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks. 

(EngPoS) 

-to create sketch books to record their observations and 

use them to review and revisit ideas. (ArtPoS) 

-a study of an aspect of history or a site dating from a 

period beyond 1066 that is significant in the locality. 

(HisPoS)  

- 
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Experiences -Iron Age school 

workshop 

-Kew Gardens, London  

-British Invention  Show,  

Barbican London 

 

-Lyric Theatre, 

Hammersmith 

-Polka Theatre, Wimbledon  

-London Philharmonic 

Orchestra, London  

-China Town, London 

-V&A- China Exhibition 

-Hands on Science- Kite 

Workshop  

-Natural History Museum- 

Volcano Exhibition 

-Sedgwick Museum of Earth 

Sciences, Cambridge. 

-River and Rowing Museum 

-Production of The Wind in the Willows in school 

-Visiting a local river 

Knowledge -Archimedes was a Greek 

mathematician, 

philosopher and inventor 

who wrote important 

works on geometry, 

arithmetic and 

mechanics. 

- Isambard Kingdom 

Brunel. Isambard 

Kingdom Brunel, (born 

April 9, 1806, 

Portsmouth, Hampshire, 

England—died 

September 15, 1859, 

Westminster, London), 

British civil and 

mechanical engineer of 

great originality who 

designed the first 

transatlantic steamer. 

-An invention is the act of 

using creative ability to 

create something new.  

- Inventions often extend 

the boundaries of human 

knowledge, experience or 

capability. 

- Thomas Alva Edison, 

best known for inventing 

the light bulb, famously 

said that "Genius is one 

-18000 BC – The bones of a 

woolly mammoth were used 

to make a musical 

instrument in Ukraine. 

-4000 BC – Flutes and harps 

played in Egypt. 

-2000 BC – The first song 

was written in cuneiform, in 

Mesopotamia. 

-850 BC – Polyphony begins 

in church choirs – 

Interweaving many different 

vocal melodies 

simultaneously. 

-800 BC – Choral music 

develops in Greece. 

Musicians called Rhapsodies 

travel across cities. 

-600 BC – Indian music – 

the veena appears. It is the 

ancestor of hollow 

instruments. 

-1550 – Renaissance- Violin 

is made in Italy. 

-1598 – The first opera is 

produced. 

-1685 – Bach and Handel, 

composers of the Baroque 

period, are born. 

-1750 – The Classical period 

begins, in which Mozart, 

Beethoven and Haydn hold 

-The Shang Dynasty was 

the first Chinese dynasty 

with written records. The 

Shang ruled from around 

1600 BC to 1046 BC. 

Some historians consider 

the Shang to be the first 

Chinese Dynasty. 

-The Shang ruled an area 

around the Yellow River 

Valley for around 500 

years. They had many 

rulers and capital cities 

during that time. The 

government became 

corrupt under the rule of 

King Di Xin. He was 

overthrown by Wu of 

Zhou and the Zhou 

Dynasty was founded. 

-Much of what we know 

about the Shang comes 

from oracle bones. These 

were bones that the 

Shang used to try and 

determine the future. 

Religious men would 

write a question on one 

side of the bone and then 

burn the bone until it 

cracked. 

-The Shang were the first 

-Earth is the planet on which 

we live; the world. 

-Volcanoes are vents or cracks 

in the Earth’s surface through 

which hot gases, molten rock 

and debris are emitted. There 

are about 1,900 volcanoes in 

the world. 

-Volcanoes can be active, 

dormant or extinct. An active 

volcano has erupted during the 

last 1,000 years and is likely to 

erupt again, a dormant 

volcano has not erupted 

recently and an extinct one is 

unlikely to erupt again. 

-There are about 100 active 

volcanoes in the US, and the 

one most likely to erupt is 

Mount Rainier. However, the 

country with the most active 

volcanoes is Indonesia with 

about 160. 

-Mount Vesuvius is one of the 

most well known volcanoes in 

the world. It is in Italy, on the 

Gulf of Naples, about 9 miles 

from the city of Naples. 

-Mount Vesuvius is about 

4,190 feet high and measures 

about 30 miles around its 

-A river is freshwater flowing across the surface of the 

land, usually to the sea. 

-All rivers start at the highest point in an area. As the river 

flows downstream, it gains more water from other 

streams, rivers, springs, added rainfall, and other water 

sources. 

-Rivers flow in channels. The bottom of the channel is 

called the bed and the sides of the channel are called the 

banks. 

-When one stream meets another, and they merge 

together, the smaller stream is known as a tributary. It 

takes many tributary streams to form a river. 

-Most settlements were built along major rivers. Rivers 

provide us with food, energy, recreation, transportation 

routes, and of course water for irrigation and for drinking. 

-The longest river in the world is the Nile River, it reaches 

around 6650 kilometres in length (4132 miles). 

-The Ganges, Yangtze and Indus rivers are three of the 

most polluted on Earth. 

-The Colorado River travels through the south western 

United States and north western Mexico, it is home to the 

famous Hoover Dam. 

-We get everything we need from the Earth – food, 

clothing, shelter and even medicines. But we have to be 

careful not to take more than we need and to use our 

resources carefully. 

-Loggers cut trees down in forests for paper, furniture and 

buildings. But if they don’t plant more trees, soon the 

forests are gone. Animals have no place to live. 

-Factories sometimes dump leftover chemicals in rivers 

and lakes. These chemicals can pollute the water, killing 

animals and plants, and even polluting the water we 
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percent inspiration and 

99 percent perspiration." 

- Patents are used to 

protect inventions and 

improvements to existing 

inventions. 

-Trademarks are words, 

names, symbols, devices 

and images used on 

products or used in 

conjunction with goods or 

services to identify their 

source. 

-Copyrights are used 

when protecting the 

expression of ideas in 

literary, artistic and 

musical works. 

sway. This period influenced 

instrumental music. 

-1780 – Romantic period 

begins. Music is now lavish 

and passionate, with 

startling keys. Wagner and 

Chopin belong to this era. 

-1952 – The electric guitar 

spurs the popularity of rock 

music. 

- 

Chinese Dynasty to 

invent writing and have a 

recorded history. This 

ancient writing is fairly 

like modern Chinese 

script. 

-Hua Mulan is one of the 

most legendary women 

of ancient China. Her 

story was originally 

described in a poem 

known as the Ballad of 

Mulan. There is no 

archaeological proof that 

she was a real person, 

but tales of her heroic 

actions are told in 

ancient text 

base. Geologists estimate it to 

be about 17,000 years old. 

-The last eruption occurred in 

1944, during the height of the 

Second World War, destroying 

US bomber planes stationed a 

few kilometres away. A long 

period of calm usually means 

an eruption may happen soon. 

 

drink. 

-A creation myth (or cosmogonic myth) is a symbolic 

narrative of how the world began and how people first 

came to inhabit it. 
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Year 4  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key Idea BE RESPECTFUL 

‘Life’s most 

persistent and 

urgent question is: 

what are you doing 

for others?’ Martin 

Luther King Jr   

 

 

‘Hide not your talents, 

they for use were 

made. What’s a sun- 

dial in the shade?’ 

Benjamin Franklin- 

what does this mean?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘From the summit of 

these pyramids, 

forty centuries look 

down upon you’- 

Napoleon- is this 

true?  

‘Success is not final. 

Failure is not fatal. It is 

the courage to continue 

that counts.’ Winston 

Churchill – did Churchill 

embody this belief?  

‘’The most powerful 

person in the world is 

the story teller.’ Steve 

Jobs – do you agree?  

 

 

‘Experiencing 

different cultures is 

one of the best 

things a human 

being can do.’ 

Stephanie Gilmore- 

what can we learn 

from other 

cultures? 

Core Texts - The Indian in the 
Cupboard by Lynne 
Reid Banks  

-A Time to Talk by 
Robert Frost  

-I was a Rat by Phillip 
Pullman  

-Stone Age Tablet by 
Andrew Langley 

- Stonehenge (poem)T. S. 
Salmon 

-The Secrets of Stonehenge 
Paperback  by Mick 
Manning 

- Antony and Cleopatro 
– A Shakespeare Story  

-The Egyptian 
Cinderella by Shirley 
Climo  

- Daffodils by William 
Wordsworth 

-Dulce Et Decorum Est by 
Wilfred Owen 

- My Secret War Diary, by 
Flossie Albright  

-Vergissmeinnicht By Keith 
Douglas 

 

-My Name is Book by John 
Agard  

- Clockwork by Phillip 
Pullman  

- Kenning Poetry  

 

-Sinbad the Sailor by 
Marcia Williams  

-‘Rawdhiya’ poetry 
(garden poetry)  

-Zahra- Literacy Shed 
Stimulus (Stories from 
other Cultures 



 September 2018 

Suggested 

Progression of 

Themes 

1. What is kindness? 
How can we show 
kindness? What 
impact does 
kindness have?  
 

2. Civil Rights 
Movement  
 

3. CASE STUDY- 
Martin Luther 
King 
 

4. How different 
religions view 
kindness?  
 

5. Science- Living 
Things and their 
Habitats 
 

6. Environment- how 
we show kindness  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. What is Stonehenge? 

Where is it? How old 

is the structure? 

2. What is meant by 

“Stone Age” how is 

that different to today 

or some of the other 

periods we have 

looked at? 

3. What is Stonehenge 

built from? The jour-

ney of the stones 

4. Moving the stones 

without wheels – how 

was it done? How did 

Stone Age technology 

cut the rocks and 

shape the stones? 

5. How have we learnt 

about the Neolithic if 

there was no writing to 

record everything? 

6. What do we think ar-

chaeologists will find 

to tell them about our 

society and achieve-

ments? 

1. Who are the 
Egyptians? Where 
do they live?    
 

2. Howard Carter- 
archaeologist and 
the Tomb of 
Tutankhamun  
  

3. Historical sources- 
primary and 
secondary. Ancient 
Egyptian artefacts 
and what we can 
learn from them.  
  

4. The Pyramids  
  

5. The Nile 
  

6. A day in the life of 
Ancient Egyptians.  

1. What was the Second 

World War? What im-

pact did it have on the 

people of Croydon and 

London in general (visit 

war memorial)?  

2. Specifically look at the 

time line up to the blitz. 

Why was London 

bombed, what kind of 

damage did it cause? 

0What was the impact 

of the Blitz on Croy-

don? 

3. “A British icon?” look-

ing at the Spitfire – was 

it really the saviour of 

the United Kingdom? 

Why has it become so 

famous? 

4. RJ Mitchell – the de-

signer of the Spitfire. 

How did his endeavour 

result in excellence? 

5. Did RJ Mitchell save 

the United Kingdom – 

what would have hap-

pened if there hadn’t 

been the Spitfire? 

6. Was RJ Mitchell 

unique? 

1.  Why is storytelling so 

important in history? 

2.  Where were books 

‘born’? 

3.  CASE STUDY- 

Charles Dickens  

4. Poetry as a form of 

storytelling- Kenning 

poems.   

5. History of journalism  

6.  Create our own class 

newspaper  

1. The rise of the 

Islamic 

Civilization 

2. Trade and travel 

3. The rise and fall of 

Baghdad 

4. Everyday life in 

Bagdad 

5. History of the 

Islamic religion 

6. Legacy of Early 

Islam  
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Current 

affairs/wider world 

opportunities)  

-Red Cross 
#powerofkindness 
campaign  

-Architecture  

 

    

Cross-Curricular 

Links 

English 

-Narrative inspired by 

The Indian in the 

Cupboard  

-Diary entry of Dorothy 

Vaughan  

-Non-chronological 

report- Martin Luther 

King  

Mathematics 

-NASA Hidden Figures 

Dorothy Vaughan  

History 

-Civil Rights Movement  

-Mahatma Gandhi 

-Martin Luther King  

Geography 

-North America 

-India  

STEM 

Living things and their 

habitats  

PSHE  

-Friendships and 

relationships  

Art/DT 

Designing optimal habitat 

for animal  

English 

-Guide to Stonehenge  

-Alternative narrative for the 

stone rings  

-Neolithic diary – moving 

the stones 

Mathematics 

-3d shape 

-Weight 

-Distance 100s  

-Angles – tipping points etc 

 

History 

-Neolithic history in context 

to the modern era 

-A time before a United 

Kingdom, what do we know 

about the UK at this time?   

Geography 

-UK locations/regions 

STEM 

-States of Matter  

-Summer and winter solstice  

PSHE 

-Power of belief 

-Identifying our talents  

Art/DT 

-Monuments around the 

world 

-Cave paintings 

English 

-Narrative- 

twisted/modern fairy 

tales 

- Newspaper report 

Carter discovery 

-Persuasive travel 

brochure- visit Egypt  

Mathematics 

-Pyramid- 3D shape 

-Hieroglyphics  

History 

-Ancient Egyptians 

Geography 

-Egypt- physical 

characteristics  

STEM 

Scientific investigation  

PSHE  

Healthy/safe lifestyle  

Art/DT 
Spring art inspired by 

‘The Daffodil’  

R.E 

Shinto 

English  

-Chronological report of the 

BoB 

-Non-Chronological report – 

aircraft of the BoB 

-Narrative of the Blitz 

-Chronological report – 

biography of RJ Mitchell 

-Non-chronological bomb 

damage in Croydon 

Mathematics 

-Turing  

STEM 

-Electricity  

-Science of flight  

-Materials for aircraft 

Art/DT 

-Posters of the war years – 

icons  

History 

-Why was the second world 

war a global history event? 

-How did the actions of the 

BoB change Croydon?  

Geography 

-Countries involved in the 

World War 

PSHE 

-Empathy- people living in 

English 

-Narrative inspired by 

Beowulf  

-Information text- Anglo 

Saxons 

-Kenning Poetry  

Mathematics 

-Alex Bellos- maths books  

History 

-History of literature  

-Anglo-Saxons  

Geography 

-Contrasting country- 

Germany  

STEM 

Electricity  

PSHE 

Empathy  

Art/DT 

Book illustrations  

RE 

Hinduism  

 

English 

-Early Islamic 

Civilization- non-

chronological report 

-Sinbad the Sailor 

inspired saga 

-Allegorical story  

Mathematics 

-Reflection and 

symmetry 

-Tessellations  

-Number system  

History 

-Early Islamic 

Civilization  

Geography 

-Baghdad- contrasting 

communities and 

societies  

-Climate 

STEM 

Sound 

PSHE  

Cultural differences  

Art/DT 

Patterns  

RE 

Islam   
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R.E 

Buddhism  
 

R.E 

Sikhism  

different 

times/places/circumstances 

R.E  

Judaism  

 

 

Skills  -the lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
who have contributed to 
national and 
international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of life in 
different periods. 
(HisPoS) 
- increasing their 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including 
fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling 
some of these orally. 
(EngPoS) 
- Assessing the 
effectiveness of their own 
and others’ writing and 
suggesting 
improvements. (EngPoS)  
-recognise that living 
things can be grouped in 
a variety of ways explore 
and use classification 
keys to help group, 
identify and name a 
variety of living things in 
their local and wider 
environment. (SciPoS)  
- to face new challenges 
positively by collecting 
information, looking for 
help, making 

-Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age. 
(HisPoS) 
-Increasing their familiarity 
with a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, myths 
and legends, and retelling 
some of these orally. 
(EngPoS) 
-Identifying how language, 
structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning. 
(EngPoS)  
-predicting what might 
happen from details stated 
and implied. (EngPoS) 
-identifying main ideas 
drawn from more than one 
paragraph and summarising 
these. (EngPoS) 
-name and locate counties 
and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical 
regions and their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and 
understand how some of 
these aspects have changed 
over time. (GeoPoS) 
-to think about the lives of 
people living in other places 
and times, and people with 

- the achievements of the 

earliest civilizations – an 

overview of where and 

when the first 

civilizations appeared 

and a depth study of one 

of the following: Ancient 

Sumer; The Indus Valley; 

Ancient Egypt; The 

Shang Dynasty of 

Ancient China. (HisPoS) 

- in narratives, creating 

settings, characters and 

plot. (EngPoS)  

- These types of scientific 

enquiry should include: 

observing over time; 

pattern seeking; 

identifying, classifying 

and grouping; 

comparative and fair 

testing (controlled 

investigations); and 

researching using 

secondary sources. 

(SciPoS)  

- to reflect on spiritual, 

moral, social, and 

cultural issues, using 

imagination to 

understand other 

-To think about the lives of 

people living in other places 

and times, and people with 

different values and customs; 

(CitPoS) 

-A significant turning point in 

British history, for example, 

the first railways or the Battle 

of Britain. (HisPoS) 

-Increasing their familiarity 

with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths 

and legends, and retelling 

some of these orally. (EngPoS) 

-locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of 

Russia) and North and South 

America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, 

key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and 

major cities. (GeoPoS)  

-predicting what might happen 

from details stated and 

implied. (EngPoS) 

-recognise that a switch opens 

and closes a circuit and 

associate this with whether a 

lamp lights in a simple series 

circuit. (SciPoS) 

- Pupils should continue to 

develop a chronologically se-

cure knowledge and under-

standing of British, local and 

world history, establishing 

clear narratives within and 

across the periods they study. 

(HisPoS) 

- increasing their familiarity 

with a wide range of books, 

including fairy stories, myths 

and legends, and retelling 

some of these orally. (Eng-

PoS)  

- identify common appliances 

that run on electricity, con-

struct a simple series electri-

cal circuit, identifying and 

naming its basic parts, nclud-

ing cells, wires, bulbs, 

switches and buzzers. 

(SciPoS) 

-identify whether a lamp will 

light in a simple series circuit, 

based on whether the lamp is 

part of a complete loop with a 

battery. (SciPoS)  

- solve number and practical 

problems that involve all of 

the above and with increas-

ingly large positive numbers. 

-the achievements of the 

earliest civilizations – an 

overview of where and 

when the first 

civilizations appeared 

and a depth study of one 

of the following: Ancient 

Sumer; The Indus Valley; 

Ancient Egypt; The 

Shang Dynasty of 

Ancient China. (HisPoS) 

- In narratives, creating 

settings, characters and 

plot. (EngPoS)  

- identify how sounds are 

made, associating some 

of them with something 

vibrating. (SciPoS) 

-recognise that 

vibrations from sounds 

travel through a medium 

to the ear. (SciPoS) 

-find patterns between 

the pitch of a sound and 

features of the object 

that produced it. 

(SciPoS) 

- to think about the lives 

of people living in other 

places and times, and 

people with different 
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responsible choices, and 
taking action; (CitPoS) 
- about great artists, 
architects and designers 
in history. (ArtPoS) 

different values and 
customs. (CitPoS) 
-observe that some materials 
change state when they are 
heated or cooled, and 
measure or research the 
temperature at which this 
happens in degrees Celsius 
(°C). (SciPoS) 
-identify the part played by 
evaporation and 
condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the rate 
of evaporation with 
temperature. (SciPoS) 
 

people's experiences; 

(CitPoS)  

- to improve their 

mastery of art and design 

techniques, including 

drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay] (ArtPoS) 

-recognise some common 

conductors and insulators, and 

associate metals with being 

good conductors. (SciPoS) 

-develop an understanding of 

the history of music. (MusPoS) 

-a study over time tracing how 

several aspects of national 

history are reflected in the 

locality (this can go beyond 

1066) (HisPoS) 

 

(MatPoS) 

- to reflect on spiritual, 

moral, social, and cultural is-

sues, using imagination to 

understand other people's ex-

periences; (CitPoS) 

- about great artists, archi-

tects and designers in history. 

(ArtPoS) 

values and customs; 

(CitPoS) 

- to improve their 

mastery of art and design 

techniques, including 

drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay] (ArtPoS) 

Experiences -Debate and Public 

Speaking  

-Soul of a Nation, Tate 

Modern 

-Secondary school- public 

speaking  

-Stonehenge  

-Stone Age to Iron Age 

Workshop at Museum of 

London 

-Egyptian Day 

-The British Museum, 

Tutankhamun  

-Petrie Museum, UCL  

-Imperial War Museum 

-Duxford 

-RAF Museum 

-Fighter Command War 

Memorial  

-British Library, London 

-Storytelling night  

-Croydon Library  

-Croydon Mosque  

-British Museum- The 

Islamic World  

-Local Imam visit   

Knowledge -Kindness is the quality of 

being friendly, generous, 

and considerate. 

-All religions promote 

kind behaviour and 

empathy. 

- Martin Luther King Jr 

was born in the United 

States of America to 

African American 

parents. At birth he was 

named Michael King, but 

his father later changed 

his name to Martin 

Luther King Jr. 

- When Martin Luther 

King was growing up, life 

was hard for African 

-Found on England’s 

Salisbury Plain in Wiltshire, 

Stonehenge is a huge man-

made circle of standing 

stones. 

-Built by our ancestors over 

many hundreds of years, it’s 

one of the world’s most 

famous prehistoric 

monuments. 

-Work started on this super 

stone circle around 5,000 

years ago in the late 

Neolithic Age – but it took 

over 1,000 years to build, in 

four long stages. 

-The earliest time when 

human beings first used tool 

-Ancient Egypt was a 

civilization of ancient 

North Africa, 

concentrated along the 

lower reaches of the Nile 

River in the place that is 

now the country Egypt. 

- Most Ancient Egyptian 

pyramids were built as 

tombs for pharaohs 

(rulers of Ancient Egypt) 

and their families. To 

date, over 130 pyramids 

have been discovered in 

Egypt. 

- The afterlife was 

incredibly important to 

the Egyptians. They 

-World War 2 was a battle 

between two groups of 

countries 

– the “Allies” and the “Axis“. 

The major Allied Powers were 

Britain, France, Russia, China 

and the United States. The 

major Axis Powers were 

Germany, Italy and Japan. 

-Before World War 2 began, 

Germany was ruled by a man 

named Adolf Hitler.  

-Together with the Nazi Party, 

he wanted Germany to rule 

Europe. To gain more land and 

power, on 1 September 1939 

German troops invaded 

Poland. 

- Current understanding 
suggests that the very first 
attempts to transcribe 
symbols onto moveable 
materials were an ancient 
group of people known as 
Sumarians who lived in 
southern Mesopotamia 
around 3500 BC. 
- The Sumarians devised a 
"cuneiform" alphabet (a 
system that consists of 
logophonetic, consonantal 
alphabetic and syllabic signs), 
the symbols of which were 
etched into clay tablets with a 
triangle shaped stylus called a 
"Calamus" and then allowed 
to dry or fired in a kiln to 
make them last as long as 
possible. 

-The Early Islamic World 

was a period of rapid 

expansion for both the 

Islamic Empire and the 

religion of Islam. 

- The religion of Islam 

was founded in 610 CE 

by the Prophet 

Muhammad in the city of 

Mecca (modern day 

Saudi Arabia). 

- The Islamic Empire 

expanded throughout the 

Middle Ages to become 

one of the largest 

empires in the history of 

the world. It controlled 

the Middle East, 
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Americans. The Southern 

United States operated 

under the ‘Jim Crow laws’ 

that kept black and white 

people separated in what 

was called ‘segregation’. 

Black people had 

different schools, toilets 

and even sections of the 

bus to white people. They 

were also denied the right 

to vote in elections. 

- Martin was a great 

believer in peaceful 

protest, inspired by the 

Indian activist Mahatma 

Gandhi. His protests used 

no-violent tactics, even 

when the protesters 

themselves were met with 

violence from the police. 

- Dorothy Vaughan was 

an African–American 

mathematician and 

"Human Computer" who 

spent her entire career 

helping America stay 

ahead of the curve during 

the space race. 

 

 

carved out of stones in called 

the Stone Age. 

-The Stone Age is the name 

given to the earliest period of 

human culture when stone 

tools were first used. The 

Stone Age ended when men 

began smelting metal. 

-It was thousands of years 

ago when the primary 

purpose of human beings 

was to protect themselves 

from other beings and feed 

them. 

-The term Neolithic is used, 

especially in archaeology and 

anthropology, to designate a 

stage of cultural evolution or 

technological development 

characterized by the use of 

stone tools, the existence of 

settled villages largely 

dependent on domesticated 

plants and animals, and the 

presence of such crafts as 

pottery and weaving. 

- Cave paintings are a type of 

parietal art found on the wall 

or ceilings of caves. The term 

usually implies prehistoric 

origin. The oldest known 

cave paintings are close to 

40,000 years old (art of the 

Upper Paleolithic. 

believed that by 

preserving a dead 

person’s body – which 

they did through the 

process of 

mummification – their 

soul would live on in the 

after-life forever. 

- The Egyptian alphabet 

contained more than 700 

hieroglyphs. 

- Without the Nile River, 

all of Egypt would be 

desert. Only about an 

2.5cm of rain falls 

throughout Egypt each 

year. But each summer, 

the Nile river rises 

because of rains at its 

source, far to the south 

in Ethiopia. When this 

happens, floods cover the 

river’s valleys, leaving 

sediments needed for 

trees, plants and crops to 

grow. 

-Daily life in ancient 

Egypt revolved around 

the Nile and the fertile 

land along its banks. The 

yearly flooding of the 

Nile enriched the soil 

and brought good 

harvests and wealth to 

the land. 

-The group most heavily 

targeted by the Nazis were the 

Jews. 

-The Supermarine Spitfire is a 

British single-seat fighter 

aircraft.  

-It was used by the Royal Air 

Force and many other Allied 

countries throughout the 

Second World War. 

-The Spitfire was designed by 

R. J. Mitchell as a short-range, 

high-performance interceptor 

aircraft. 

-1,338 high explosive bombs 

and five parachute mines were 

dropped over Croydon 

between October 7, 1940 and 

June 6, 1941. 

-"Croydon was hit with more 

doodlebugs during the Blitz 

than anywhere else in the 

country. They were aiming at 

London but they fell short." 

- Alan Turing was a logician, 

mathematician and computer 

scientist. He is generally 

known for his work in artificial 

intelligence and computer 

science. 

- During World War 2, Turing 

worked at Bletchley Park and 

was involved in breaking the 

German Enigma Machine 

codes. 

 

- The earliest surviving 
Papyrus scrolls that contain 
written words date back to 
around 2400 BC, originating 
in Egypt (The Fifth Dynasty 
of King Neferirkare Kakai), 
although it has suggested by 
historians that papyrus could 
have been used as early as the 
First Dynasty (3100 BC). 
- Papyrus is a very thick 
paper like material that is 
made from the "pith" (centre 
of the stem) of the papyrus 
plant, a reed like swamp 
plant that used to be found in 
abundance along the Nile 
river. 
- Parchment, a thin material 
that is made from calfskin, 
sheepskin or even goatskin 
was first developed as a 
substitute to Papyrus. 
Herodotus, the Greek 
historian who lived in the 5th 
century BC (regarded as the 
"Father of History" in 
Western culture) described 
the use of skins to write on as 
common in his time. 
- Beowulf is an Old English 
epic story consisting of 3,182 
alliterative lines. It may be 
the oldest surviving long 
story in Old English and is 
commonly cited as one of the 
most important works of Old 
English literature. 

northern Africa, the 

Iberian peninsula 

(Spain), and parts of Asia 

into India. 

- The Islamic Golden Age 

was a period when 

science, culture, 

technology, education, 

and the arts flourished 

throughout the Islamic 

Empire. This period 

lasted from around 790 

CE to 1258 CE. The 

cultural center during 

this time was the city of 

Baghdad which also 

served as the capital of 

the Abbasid Caliphate. 

- Early Islamic art 

seldom included figures 

of humans or animals to 

avoid creating idols that 

people would worship. 

- The Islamic Golden Age 

came to an end when the 

Mongols sacked the city 

of Baghdad in 1258 CE. 

- There are "Five Pillars 

of Islam" that form the 

framework of the religion 

of Islam. They are 1) 

Shahadah (declaration of 

faith) 2) Salat (prayer) 3) 

Zakat (charity) 4) 

Fasting 5) Hajj 

(pilgrimage). 
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Year 5 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key Idea BE BRAVE 

‘As we let our own light shine, we 

unconsciously give other people 

permission to do the same. As we are 

liberated from our own fear, our 

presence automatically liberates 

others.” Marianne Williamson- do 

you agree? 

‘The whole is more 

than the sum of its 

parts.’ Aristotle 

 

 

‘The journey of a 

thousand miles must 

begin with a single 

step.’ Lao Tzu. Is this 

true? 

 

Justice cannot be for 

one side alone but 

must be for both.’ 

Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Are you a believer of 

this notion? 

 

 

 

‘We need diversity 

of thought in the 

world to face new 

challenges.’ Tim 

Berners-Lee 

‘The love for all 

living creatures is 

the most noble 

attribute of man.’ 

Charles Darwin  

 

Core Texts Beetle Boy by M.G Leonard  

Escape from Pompeii by Christina 
Balit 

The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost  

The Odyssey by Homer 
(adapted version) 

The Tale of Troy by 
Roger Lancelyn Green  

Alex Through the 
Looking Glass: How Life 
Reflects Numbers, and 
Numbers Reflect Life by 
Alex Bellos 

The Hobbit by J.R.R 
Tolkien 

The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

Literacy Shed stimulus- 
‘The Alchemist’s Letter’ 

The Highwayman  by 
Alfred Noyes  

Oliver Twist by Charles 
Dickens 

The London Eye 
Mystery by Siobhan 
Dowd 

Around the World in 80 
Days by Jules Verne 

I Wandered Lonely as a 
Cloud by William 
Wordsworth 

The Girl of Ink and 
Stars 

Journey to the River 
Sea by Eva Ibbotson 

Where the World Ends 
by Geraldine 
McCaughrean  

The Tyger by William 
Blake  
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Suggested 

Progression of 

Themes 

1. Being brave CASE STUDY- 
Martin Luther King  

2. Ancient Rome- life in Ancient 
Rome 

3. Romans conquer Britain  
4. Pompeii and Mount Vesuvius  
5. The Eruption of Mount Vesuvius- 

Pliny the Younger 
6. Roman legacy  

1. Ancient Greece- 

what was it like to 

live there?  

2. Athens and Sparta  

3. The story of Icarus 

and how it is de-

picted in Pieter 

Bruegel’s painting. 

4. CASE STUDY- Greek 

Mathematicians- Ar-

chimedes  

5. How the Greeks 

changed Mathemat-

ics forever.  

1. What is a journey? 

2.  Magellan  

3.  Marco Polo  

4. CASE STUDY: 

Barack Obama 

5. CASE STUDY: Brit-

ish immigrants – Mo 

Farah 

6. Windrush 

7.  Diversity and Dif-
ferences 

 

1. Crime and punish-

ment timeline. 

2. Victorian times- 

crime and punish-

ment. 

3. Country study- 

capital punish-

ment.  

4. Discursive text- 

capital punishment 

should be banned/  

there is less crime 

now than in the 

past.  

5. Rule of law- Oliver 

Twist on the stand 

(mock trial)  

6. Rule of law- Oliver 

Twist on the stand 

(mock trial)  

 

1. Locating UK on a 
world map. 
Exploring 
continents. 

2. Mapping Phileas 
Fogg’s journey on 
a map.  

3. Case study of 
contrasting 
country- France   

4. The history of the 
railway in Britain.  

5. Planning and 
undertaking an 
itinerary/ journey. 

1. Amazon rainforest 

collages.  

2. CASE STUDY- The 

Amazon Rainforest 

3. Tribes of the Ama-

zon  

4. Creation stories  

5. Deforestation of 

the rainforest 

6. CLASS DEBATE- 

Deforestation 

 

Current 

affairs/wider 

world 

opportunities)  

Black History Month- October     -Chinese New Year 
February 8th 2019  
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Cross-

Curricular 

Links 

English 

-Narrative- Beetle Boy 

-Diary entry of Pliny the Younger 

-Literacy Shed- ‘Do I have Power?’  

-Newspaper article  

Maths 

-Roman Numerals 

Science 

- Living things and their habitats   

Art/DT 

-Models of Mount Vesuvius 

History 

-Pompeii, Ancient Rome 

-History of classification of animals   

Geography 

-Ancient Rome  

PSHE 

- Having courage, being brave. 

MFL 

-Language  

RE 

-Islam  

 

 

 

 

 

English 
-Trojan Horse non-
chronological report  
-Persuasive text- donate 
books to school  

Maths 
-Greek mathematicians: 
Eratosthenes  
-Pythagoras  

Science 
-Earth and Space -Plato  

History 
-Ancient Greece - Athens 
and Sparta  
-The Story of Icarus 

Art/DT 
-Famous paintings/artists  
-Famous 
architects/designers 

Geography 
-Case Study- Athens, 
Greece. 

PSHE 
-Empathy  

MFL 
-Home language 
-Greek etymology   

RE  

-Christianity- empathy 

English 

-Narrative – inspired by 

Hobbit 

-Newspaper article – battle 

of the seven armies 

-Immigration – non-

chronological report  

Maths 

-Eratosthenes and Prime 

Numbers 

 

Art/Dt 

-Runes/created 

language/Calligraphy 

-Cartography  

History  

-JRR Tolkien 1st World 

War 

-Immigration in the UK – 

Windrush – forwards 

Geography 

-Magellan 

-Marco Polo – journey 

along the silk road 

-Tran – Siberian railways 

PSHE 

-Difference 
-Diversity 
-Family heritage  
 

English 

-Narrative- inspired by 

Oliver Twist  

-Scientific investigation 

writing- forces  

-CC writing- discursive 

writing.  

Science 

-Forces  

Art/DT 

-Tapestries depicting 

crime and punishment 

through the ages. 

History 

-Timeline of Crime and 

Punishment from 

Romans -present day.  

-Victorian Crime and 

Punishment as depicted 

in Oliver Twist- revisit 

Geography 

-Explore countries that 

continue to use capital 

punishment.  

PSHE 

-Rule of law 

-Individual liberty- fair 

trial. 

MFL 

-Language  

RE 

-Buddhism 

English 

-Narrative- inspired by 

Around the World in 80 

Days 

Science 

- Chemical changes  

Art/DT 

Design a school flag.  

History 

-The history of the rail-

way in Britain.  

-The Wright Brothers-re-

visit  

Geography 

-Country case study- 

-Planning an itinerary 

PSHE 

-Customs and Traditions   

MFL 

-Language  

RE 

-Eastern Orthodox 

Christianity 

English: 

- Narrative inspired by 

Journey to the River Sea  

-Poetry about an animal 

inspired by William 

Blake 

-Non- chronological 

writing inspired by Jane 

Goodall- TED Talks.  

Maths 

-Maths project 

Science 

-Animals including 

humans- human life 

cycle 

Art/DT: 

-Tiger in a tropical storm 

by Henri Rosseau study 

History:  

- Farming through the 

ages 

Geography 

-Deforestation in Brazil-

Case Study 

 

PSHE 

-Treatments of animals 

-Charity WWF- Adopt an 

animal 

MFL 

-Home Language 
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 MFL 

-Home language 

experience 

Science 
Earth and space – journey 
into space – Case study 
Christopher Hadfield  
-Compass – magnets – 
magnetism – magnetic 
fields   
 
RE 

-Pilgrimages 

 

RE 

Hinduism- animal ethics 

Skills  - apply their growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology 
and 

etymology), as listed in English Appendix 
1, both to read aloud and to understand 
the meaning of new words that they 
meet. (EngPoS) 
-making comparisons within and across 
books and learning a wider range of 
poetry by heart. (EngPoS) 
-the Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain (HisPoS) 
-describe the differences in the life cycles 
of a mammal, an amphibian, an insect 
and a bird. (SciPoS) 
-describe the life process of reproduction 
in some plants and animals. (SciPoS) 
-physical geography, including: climate 
zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle human 
geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water. (GeoPoS) 

Providing reasoned 
justifications for 
viewpoints (EnPoS) 
-Drawing inferences such 
as characters thoughts and 
feelings (EnPoS) 
-Locate the world’s 
countries using maps to 
focus on Europe and 
North/South America 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries 
and major cities. (GePoS)- 
-Ancient Greece – a study 
of Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the 
western world. (HisPoS) 
-That their actions affect 
themselves and others, to 
care about other people's 
feelings and to try to see 
things from their points of 
view. (CitPoS) 
-to think about the lives of 
people living in other 
places and times, and 

Providing reasoned 

justifications for 

viewpoints (EnPoS) 

-Drawing inferences such 

as characters thoughts and 

feelings (EnPoS) 

-Locate the world’s 

countries using maps to 

focus on Europe and 

North/South America 

concentrating on their 

environmental regions, 

key physical and human 

characteristics, countries 

and major cities. (GePoS) 

-Identify the significance 

and position of latitude, 

longitude equator, 

northern /southern 

hemisphere. (GePoS) 

-To think about the lives of 

people living in other 

places and times, and 

people with different 

values and customs; 

-Changes in an aspect of 

social history, such as 

crime and punishment 

from the Anglo-Saxons 

to the present or leisure 

and entertainment in the 

20th Century. (HisPoS) 

-Why and how rules and 

laws are made and 

enforced, why different 

rules are needed in 

different situations and 

how to take part in 

making and changing 

rules. (HisPoS) 

-Understand 

geographical similarities 

and differences through 

the study of human and 

physical geography of a 

region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country,and a 

region within North or 

South America. 

Locate the world’s coun-

tries, using maps to focus 

on Europe (including the 

location of Russia) and 

North and South Amer-

ica, concentrating on 

their environmental re-

gions, key physical and 

human characteristics, 

countries, and major cit-

ies. (GeoPoS) 

-Use maps, atlases, 

globes and digital/com-

puter mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features studied. (Geo-

PoS) 

-Understand geograph-

ical similarities and dif-

ferences through the 

study of human and 

physical geography of a 

region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a 

-Physical geography, 

including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation 

belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and 

earthquakes, and the 

water cycle. (GeoPoS) 

-To improve their 

mastery of art and design 

techniques, including 

drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay] (ArPoS) 

-Human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and land use, 

economic activity 

including trade links, 

and the distribution of 

natural resources 

including energy, food, 

minerals and water. 

(GeoPoS) 
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people with different 
values and customs; 
(CitPoS) 
-About great artists, 
architects and designers in 
history. (ArtPoS)  
- Recognise that living 
things have changed over 
time and that fossils 
provide information about 
living things that inhabited 
the Earth millions of years 
ago. (SciPos) 
-apply their growing 
knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
(morphology and 
etymology), as listed in 
English Appendix 1, both 
to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of 
new words that they meet. 
(EngPoS) 

 

(CitPoS) 

-Describe the differences 

in the life cycles of a 

mammal, an amphibian, 

an insect and a bird. 

(SciPoS) 

 

(GeoPoS) 

- to improve their 

mastery of art and design 

techniques, including 

drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay. (ArPoS) 

region within North or 

South America. (GeoPoS) 

-Learning a wider range 

of poetry by heart. (Eng-

PoS) 

-Preparing poems and 

plays to read aloud and to 

perform, showing under-

standing through intona-

tion, tone and volume so 

that the meaning is clear 

to an audience. (EngPoS) 

-Discuss and evaluate 

how authors use 

language, including 

figurative language, 

considering the impact 

on the reader. (EngPoS) 

-Retrieve, record and 

present information 

from non-fiction. 

(GeoPoS)  

-Consider social and 

moral dilemmas that 

they come across in life. 

(CitPoS) 

Experiences -Verulamium Museum, St Albans 

-MISSING! Crime scene 

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-

content/uploads/2018/02/Primary-

WBD-Teaching-Guide-Beetle-Boy.pdf  

 

-Greek Day- Athens vs 

Sparta 

-British Museum, Ancient 

Greek Exhibition 

-Migration Museum, 

Lambeth  

-Darwin Centre, Natural 

History Museum 

-Religious leader from 

local community visit to 

discuss pilgrimage 

 

-London Dungeons 

-Tower of London ‘Crime 

and Punishment through 

the Ages’ exhibition  

-The Supreme Court, *5 

min heroes- judge and 

lawyer visit. 

-‘We are just Kids’ visit 

from lawyers about 

human rights. 

-London Transport Mu-

seum, Covent Garden 

-China Town, London   

-Trip to France 

-Woburn Safari Park 

-National Gallery  

-RSPCA school visit 

Knowledge -Martin Luther King, Jr., original name 

Michael King, Jr., (born January 15, 

1929, Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.—died April 

4, 1968, Memphis, Tennessee), Baptist 

-The term BC (Before 

Christ) and AD (Anno 

Domini) mark different 

historical time periods. 

-A journey is the act of 

travelling from one place 

to another. 

-A journey can be 

-In the Tudor times, crime 

was caused by poverty 

(vagrancy) and power 

(treason).  

-The UK is made up of 
England, Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. 
-The UK is a country in 

-Jane Goodall was a 

primatologist who 

carried out a 55-year 

study on chimpanzees 

https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Primary-WBD-Teaching-Guide-Beetle-Boy.pdf
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Primary-WBD-Teaching-Guide-Beetle-Boy.pdf
https://www.worldbookday.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Primary-WBD-Teaching-Guide-Beetle-Boy.pdf
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minister and social activist who led the 

civil rights movement in the United 

States from the mid-1950s until his death 

by assassination in 1968. 

-His leadership was fundamental to that 

movement’s success in ending the legal 

segregation of African Americans in the 

South and other parts of the United 

States. 

-Ancient Rome was a complex society 

that required a number of different job 

functions and skills to function. Most of 

the menial tasks were performed by 

slaves. 

-Roman children started school at the 

age of 7. Wealthy children would be 

taught by a full time tutor. Other children 

went to public school. 

-The toga was a long robe made up of 

several yards of material. The wealthy 

wore white togas made from wool or 

linen. 

-Around 2,000 years ago, Britain was 

ruled by tribes of people called the Celts. 

But this was about to change. For around 

a century, the Roman army had been 

building an Empire across Europe. Now 

it was coming for Britain! 

-In AD43, the full might of the Roman 

army landed on the beaches in Kent. 

Over the next year it battled inland, 

storming through hillforts and chopping 

down anyone who stood in their way. 

-The Romans wanted Britain's precious 

metals. They called the land ‘Britannia’, 

which meant 'land of tin'. However, they 

weren't just a destructive force - they 

built new forts, new settlements and 

roads. They spread their culture, 

language and laws. 

-Ancient Greece was made 

up of city states. 

-Athens and Sparta were 

two rival city states with 

differing views on how to 

govern.  

-Athens was led by a 

political body whereas 

Sparta was rules by two 

kings. 

-Icarus was the son of 

Daedalus who flew close to 

the Sun despite being 

warned.  

-Landscape with the Fall of 

Icarus (c. 1555) is an oil 

painting attributed to 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder. 

-Pieter Bruegel I (ca. 

1525–1569), commonly 

known as Pieter Bruegel 

the Elder, was the greatest 

member of a large and 

important southern 

Netherlandish family of 

artists active for four 

generations in the 

sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries. 

- 

undertaken in a variety of 

ways. 

-An immigrant is someone 

who comes to live 

permanently in another 

country. 

-A map is a visual 

representation of a 

landscape. 

-An immigrant is someone 

who comes to live 

permanently in another 

country. 

-The Empire Windrush's 

voyage from the Caribbean 

to Tilbury took place in 

1948. ... Caribbean 

migrants have become a 

vital part of British society 

and, in the process, 

transformed important 

aspects of British life. 

-Google Earth is a 

computer program that 

shows 3D representations 

of the Earth based on 

satellite images. 

-Diversity is valuing the 

differences between people 

and the way in which these 

differences contribute to a 

richer more creative 

society.  

-J, J, R, Tolkien wrote a 

piece of modern fiction 

reflecting his time during 

the First World War. 

-Researching your family 

tree can help you establish 

a sense of personal 

-Punishment in the Tudor 

time included public 

hanging/humiliation.  

-The Metropolitan police 

was created in 1829. 

-The industrial revolution 

caused significant 

amounts of crime in the 

form of smuggling, 

poaching and riots. 

-In modern times, police is 

a profession and 

specialised. 

-Edmond Locard's analysis 

of particles of dust led him 

to develop one of the 

fundamental principles of 

forensic science – a 

criminal will leave some 

trace on a crime scene, and 

take some trace away with 

them. He called this the 

principle of exchange. 

-Capital punishment is 

when someone is put to 

death by the state as a 

punishment for a crime. It 

is illegal in the UK. 

-In some parts of the USA 

capital punishment is 

legal. 

Europe.  
- France is a country in 
Europe with a population 
of 66.9 million.  
-You can travel between 
England-France through 
different modes of 
transport e.g. plane, train 
and ferry (from Dover).  
-The Industrial 
Revolution took place 
during the 18th and 19th 
century and marked the 
period where 
industrialization 
occurred. 
-Industrialization 
involved a move away 
from hand tools or basic 
machinery to mass 
production with large 
scale machines.  
-Thomas Savery was an 
English inventor who 
invented the first steam 
engine.  
-Orville and Wilbur 
Wright were two 
American aviators who 
invented the first 
successful airplane.  
-An itinerary is a planned 
route or journey. 

and their social 

behaviour. 

-Her research concluded 

that chimpanzees have 

similar social behaviours 

to humans.  

-Tiger in a Tropical 

Storm is a renowned 

painting housed at The 

National Gallery in 

London. 

-The Iron Age covers the 

period from 800 BC to 

the Roman invasion of 

43 AD. 

-A species becomes 

extinct when there are no 

more individuals of that 

species left. 

-Conservation is the 

practice of protecting 

wild plant and animal 

species and their habitat. 

-The Amazon rainforest 

in Brazil is the largest 

rainforest in the world 

and is home to a complex 

ecosystem of plants and 

animals. 

-Big businesses and 

farming are changing the 

nature of the area at the 

expense of the rainforest 

and the local 

populations. 

- Deforestation is the 

permanent destruction of 
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-The city and people of Pompeii did not 

know that Vesuvius was a volcano, as it 

hadn’t erupted in 1,800 years. 

-It was estimated that just over 13% of 

the total population of Pompeii died in 

the initial blast. A population of around 

15,000 people and an estimated 2,000 

died. 

-Pompeii is so well preserved because the 

city was buried so quickly by volcanic ash 

and it now provides snapshots of past life 

in a Roman city. 

heritage. 

-The solar system was 

formed a crazy 4.6 billion 

years ago. For most of 

history it was thought that 

everything moved around 

the Sun, however around 

the 17th century the idea 

that the earth is just one 

planet in the solar system 

started gaining popularity. 

-Colonel Chris Hadfield, 

was the first Canadian 

astronaut to live aboard 

the International Space 

Station. 

-The Space Station is the 

largest manned object ever 

sent into space. It is a 

research facility that 

measures 290 feet in 

length and 356 feet in 

width. It weighs more than 

1 million pounds. It orbits 

250 miles above the earth 

and can be seen in the 

night sky. 

-A pilgrimage is a journey, 

especially a long one, made 

to some sacred place as an 

act of religious devotion. 

forests to make the land 

available for other uses. 
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Year 6- 2018-2019 ONLY 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Key Idea AIM HIGH 

‘Make a mark on the 

world that can’t be 

erased.’ Maya Angelou  

 

 

 

‘The journey of a thousand miles 

must begin with a single step.’ Lao 

Tzu. Is this true? 

 

 

 

‘We need diversity of 

thought in the world to 

face new challenges’ Tim 

Berners Lee 

 

Justice cannot be for 

one side alone but 

must be for both.’ 

Eleanor Roosevelt. Are 

you a believer of this 

notion? 

 

For the strength of the 

pack is the wolf and the 

strength of the wolf is 

the pack.’ Rudyard 

Kipling. Does this hold 

true for you? 

 

Core Texts • Clockwork by Phillip 
Pullman  

• Literacy Shed Stimulus-
‘The Alchemist’s Letter’  

• ‘If’ by Rudyard Kipling.  

• Jaberwocky by Lewis 
Carroll  

 

• The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

• The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien 

• ‘The Road Not Taken’ by Robert 
Frost 

 

• Around the World in 80 
Days by Jules Verne 
(Visual Literacy)  

• The Girl of Ink and Stars 
by Kiran Hargreave  

• The Raven by Edgar 
Allen Poe (19th century 
poetry)  

• Oliver Twist by 
Charles Dickens  

• The Highwayman by 
Alfred Noyes (20th 
century poetry)  

• Invictus by William 
Ernest Henley  

 

 

• My Life with the 
Chimpanzees by Jane 
Goodall 

• The Explorer by 
Katherine Rundell 

• The Tyger by William 
Blake  
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Suggested 

Progression of 

Themes 

1. What is legacy?  
 

2. Evolution and 
Inheritance  

 
3. Ancient Greece- what 

was it like to live in 
Ancient Greece?  

 
4. Athens and Sparta  
 
5. The story of Icarus and 

how it is depicted in 
Pieter Bruegel’s 
painting. 

 
6. Legacy of Famous 

Artists throughout 
History   

1. What is a journey? 
 

2. CASE STUDY: Barack Obama 
 
3. Interviewing an immigrant and 

sharing experience  
 
4. Windrush- Google Earth 
 
5. SPACE JOURNEYS- journeys into 

space- Hadfield  
 
6.  Pilgrimages- religious journey 
 
7. Living things and their Habitats  
 

 

1. Origins of maps- 
Eratosthenes (Greek 
Mathematician) Locating 
UK on a world map. 
Exploring continents. 

2. Magellan/ Marco Polo  

3. Modes of transport  

4. Mapping Phileas Fogg’s 
journey on a map.  

5. Planning and 
undertaking an itinerary/ 
journey-physical/human 
features of London   

6. Global connections- case 
study- Tim Berners Lee- 
Internet /PSHE- Internet 
and E-Safety 

7. Animals including 
Humans- Diet and 
Exercise 

1. Victorian Era- history 

timelines and contrast 

to modern day.  

2. Education- then and 

now. 

3. Victorian times- crime 

and punishment- CSI 

crime scene  

4. Class debate- should 

all pupils be entitled 

to a free education?  

5. Rule of law- Oliver 

Twist on the stand 

(mock trial)  

6. Buddhism- right 

choice  

7. Electricity (review of 

PoS from Y4-Y6)  

 

 

1. Treatment of 

animals/extinction 

2. Hinduism and animal 

ethics  

3. Case study:  Jane 

Goodall- chimpanzees. 

4. Woburn Safari Park- 

Fieldwork  

5. Case Study- The 

Amazon Rainforest  

6. Deforestation- global 

issues 

7. Light  

Current 

affairs/wider 

world 

opportunities 

(add in 

throughout year)  

-Legacy of current notable 
individuals  

-Current democratic landscape  -E-safety and social media -Prince Harry: The 

Invictus games- links to 

poem  

 

 

 

-Sustainability of global 

resources  



 September 2018 

Cross-Curricular 

Links 

English: 
-Flashback Narrative: 
Clockwork 
-Non-chronological report- 
Athens and Sparta 
-Art CC- Analysis of 
Bruegel’s painting 
-Alchemist’s letter- visual 
literacy stimulus 

Maths: 
-Greek mathematicians: 
Eratosthenes  
-Pythagoras 
-Greek layer cake- bake sale 
costed by pupils  

Science: 
-Evolution- Charles Darwin  
-Crick and Watson- DNA 

History: 
-Ancient Greece - Athens and 
Sparta  
-The Story of Icarus 

Art/DT: 
-Famous paintings/artists  
-Famous 
architects/designers 

Geography: 
-Case Study- Athens, Greece. 

PSHE: Empathy  

PE: take part in outdoor and 
adventurous activity 
challenges both individually 
and within a team 

English: 

-Narrative/persuasive writing (Hobbit 

to go on a journey) inspired by the 

Hobbit 

-Diary entry from a person migrating  

-Recount of interviewing an immigrant 

to share in their experiences 

-Remembrance Poetry- WW1 link 

Maths:  

-Prime numbers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ-

WUU_Q_Ig  

Science: 

-Living things and their habitats 

-Space- revision Y5 POS 

History: 

-JRR Tolkien 1st World War 

-Immigration in the UK – Windrush – 

forwards 

Geography: 

-Famous journeys of migration  

Art/DT: 

-Winter Art  

PSHE: 

-Diversity and differences  

PE: 

- play competitive games, modified 

where appropriate and apply basic 

principles suitable for attacking and 

defending. 

English: 

-Newspaper article: Phileas 

Fogg 

-Persuasive writing- to the 

Guardian to allow us to visit  

-Leaflet- importance of well-

balanced diet/exercise- 5 min 

hero doctor visit.  

Maths: 

-Calculating journey 

times/costs for London trip 

Science: 

-Diet and Exercise 

History: 

-Modes of transport- Wright 

brothers/ Industrial 

Revolution/ Trains  

-Magellan/Marco Polo  

Geography: 

-Maps 

-Planning an itinerary  

Art/DT: 

-Designing a school flag  

PSHE: 

-Customs and Traditions  

PE: 

MFL: 

-Home language 

-Languages day  

English: 

-Narrative inspired by 

Oliver Twist 

-Should education be free? 

Discursive text. 

-Science investigation 

write up- electricity  

Maths: 

-Timelines and time 

Science: 

-Electricity and impact on 

lives of people 

History: 

-Timeline of crime and 

punishment 

-Victorian era- education 

Art/DT: 

-Tapestry of crime and 

punishment through the 

ages 

 

PSHE: 

-Rule of law 

-Individual liberty-fair 

trial- mock trial  

MFL: 

-Home Language 

RE: 

-Buddhism- right choice  

 

English: 

- Pupil to decide genre 

inspired by The Explorer 

-Poetry about an animal 

inspired by William Blake 

-Non- chronological writing 

inspired by Jane Goodall- 

TED Talks.  

Maths: 

-Maths project 

Science: 

-Animals including humans- 

human life cycle 

 

Art/DT: 

-Tiger in a tropical storm by 

Henri Rosseau study 

History:  

- Farming through the ages 

Geography: 

-Fieldwork- Woburn Safari 

Park 

-Deforestation in Brazil-Case 

Study 

 

PSHE: 

-Treatments of animals 

-Charity WWF- Adopt an 

animal 

MFL: 

-Home Language 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ-WUU_Q_Ig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ-WUU_Q_Ig
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MFL: 
-Home language 
-Greek etymology   

RE:  
-Christianity- empathy  

MFL: 

-Home language 

-Languages and how they have evolved 

RE:  

-Religious pilgrimages 

RE: 

-Islam  

 RE: 

Hinduism- animal ethics 

Skills  Providing reasoned 
justifications for viewpoints 
(EnPoS) 

-Drawing inferences such as 
characters thoughts and 
feelings (EnPoS) 

-Locate the world’s countries 
using maps to focus on 
Europe and North/South 
America concentrating on 
their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
major cities. (GePoS)- 

 -name and locate the world’s 
seven continents and five 
oceans (GeoPoS) 

-Ancient Greece – a study of 
Greek life and achievements 
and their influence on the 
western world. (HisPoS) 

-That their actions affect 
themselves and others, to 
care about other people's 
feelings and 

to try to see things from their 
points of view. (CitPoS) 

Providing reasoned justifications for 

viewpoints (EnPoS) 

-Drawing inferences such as characters 

thoughts and feelings (EnPoS) 

-Locate the world’s countries using 

maps to focus on Europe and 

North/South America concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, 

countries and major cities. (GePoS) 

-Identify the significance and position of 

latitude, longitude equator, northern 

/southern hemisphere. (GePoS) 

-To think about the lives of people living 

in other places and times, and people 

with different values and customs; 

(CitPoS) 

-Describe the differences in the life 

cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 

insect and a bird. (SciPoS) 

-describe the movement of the Earth, 

and other planets, relative to the Sun in 

the solar system (SciPoS) 

-Locate the world’s countries, 

using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the 

location of 

Russia) and North and South 

America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, 

key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and 

major cities. (GeoPoS) 

-Use maps, atlases, globes 

and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries 

and describe features studied. 

(GeoPoS) 

-Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of human 

and physical geography of a 

region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a 

European country, and a 

region within North or South 

America. (GeoPoS) 

-Learning a wider range of 

poetry by heart. (EngPoS) 

-Changes in an aspect of 

social history, such as 

crime and punishment 

from the Anglo-Saxons to 

the present or leisure and 

entertainment in the 20th 

Century. (HisPoS) 

-Why and how rules and 

laws are made and 

enforced, why different 

rules are needed in 

different situations and 

how to take part in making 

and changing rules. 

(HisPoS) 

-Understand geographical 

similarities and differences 

through the study of 

human and physical 

geography of a region of 

the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European 

country, and a region 

within North or South 

America. (GeoPoS) 

- to improve their mastery 

of art and design 

techniques, including 

-Physical geography, 

including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes 

and earthquakes, and the 

water cycle. (GeoPoS) 

-To improve their mastery of 

art and design techniques, 

including drawing, painting 

and sculpture with a range 

of materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

(ArPoS) 

-Human geography, 

including: types of 

settlement and land use, 

economic activity including 

trade links, and the 

distribution of natural 

resources including energy, 

food, minerals and water. 

(GeoPoS) 

-Discuss and evaluate how 

authors use language, 

including figurative 

language, 
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-to think about the lives of 
people living in other places 
and times, and people with 

different values and customs; 
(CitPoS) 

-About great artists, 

architects and designers in 

history. (ArtPoS)  

- Recognise that living things 

have changed over time and 

that fossils provide 

information about living 

things that inhabited the 

Earth millions of years ago. 

(SciPos) 

-Recognise that living things 

produce offspring of the 

same kind, but normally 

offspring vary and are not 

identical to their parents. 

(SciPoS) 

 

-describe the movement of the Moon 

relative to the Earth (SciPoS) 

-describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as 

approximately spherical bodies (SciPoS) 

 

-A significant turning point in 

British history, for example, 

the first railways or the Battle 

of Britain. (HisPoS) 

-the lives of significant 

individuals in the past who 

have contributed to national 

and international 

achievements. Some should 

be used to compare aspects of 

life in different periods. 

(HisPoS) 

 

 

drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, 

clay. (ArPoS) 

-events beyond living 

memory that are 

significant nationally or 

globally [for example, the 

Great Fire of London, the 

first aeroplane flight or 

events commemorated 

through festivals or 

anniversaries] (HisPoS)  

-identify common 

appliances that run on 

electricity. (SciPoS)  

-recognise some common 

conductors and insulators, 

and associate metals with 

being good conductors. 

(SciPoS) 

-compare and give reasons 

for variations in how 

components function, 

including the brightness of 

bulbs, the loudness of 

buzzers and the on/off 

position of switches. 

(SciPoS) 

 

considering the impact on 

the reader. (EngPoS) 

-Retrieve, record and 

present information from 

non-fiction. (GeoPoS)  

-Consider social and moral 

dilemmas that they come 

across in life. (CitPoS) 
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Experiences -Team Building day offsite   

-Greek Day- Athens vs 

Sparta 

-British Museum, Ancient 

Greek Exhibition 

-The Francis Crick Institute, 

London   

-Migration Museum, Lambeth  

-Darwin Centre, Natural History 

Museum 

-Religious leader from local community 

visit to discuss pilgrimage 

 

-Tuesday 15th January-  

Trip to the newspaper 

article and explore 

journalism Guardian to 

create a  

-E- safety visit-  Kat Francois 

07885293927  

-5 min hero- doctor visit   

-London Dungeons 

-Tower of London ‘Crime 

and Punishment through 

the Ages’ exhibition  

-The Supreme Court, 

*5 min heroes- judge and 

lawyer visit 

-Woburn Safari Park 

-National Gallery  

-RSPCA school visit 

Knowledge -A legacy is something a 

person leaves behind that 

lives on in the hearts of 

others.  

-In 1962 Crick and Watson, 

along with Wilkins, received 

the Nobel Prize in Physiology 

or Medicine for their 

discovery. 

-DNA is the material that 

carries all the information 

about how a living thing will 

look and function. 

-An alchemist is an archaic 

term for someone who 

transforms or creates 

something through 

seemingly magical processes. 

 

-The term BC (Before Christ) 

and AD (Anno Domini) mark 

different historical time 

periods. 

-Ancient Greece was made 

up of city states. 

-Athens and Sparta were two 

rival city states with differing 

views on how to govern.  

-A journey is the act of travelling from 

one place to another. 

-A journey can be undertaken in a 

variety of ways. 

-An immigrant is someone who comes 

to live permanently in another country. 

-A map is a visual representation of a 

landscape. 

-An immigrant is someone who comes 

to live permanently in another country. 

-The Empire Windrush's voyage from 

the Caribbean to Tilbury took place in 

1948. ... Caribbean migrants have 

become a vital part of British society 

and, in the process, transformed 

important aspects of British life. 

 

-Google Earth is a computer program 

that shows 3D representations of the 

Earth based on satellite images. 

-Diversity is valuing the differences 

between people and the way in which 

these differences contribute to a richer 

more creative society.  

-J, J, R, Tolkien wrote a piece of modern 

fiction reflecting his time during the 

First World War. 

-Researching your family tree can help 

you establish a sense of personal 

-A map can contain 

topographical and 

geographical features. 

-Maps are scaled. 

-To know the 8 minor and 

major points of a compass. 

-Magellan circumnavigated 

the planet. 

-Marco Polo travelled the silk 

road to China. 

-The Industrial Revolution 

took place during the 18th 

and 19th century and marked 

the period where 

industrialization occurred. 

-Industrialization involved a 

move away from hand tools 

or basic machinery to mass 

production with large scale 

machines.  

-Thomas Savery was an 

English inventor who 

invented the first steam 

engine.  

-Orville and Wilbur Wright 

were two American aviators 

who invented the first 

successful airplane.  

-An itinerary is a planned 

-In the Tudor times, crime 

was caused by poverty 

(vagrancy) and power 

(treason).  

-Punishment in the Tudor 

time included public 

hanging/humiliation.  

-The Metropolitan police 

was created in 1829. 

-The industrial revolution 

caused significant 

amounts of crime in the 

form of smuggling, 

poaching and riots. 

-In modern times, police is 

a profession and 

specialised. 

- Edmond Locard's 

analysis of particles of dust 

led him to develop one of 

the fundamental principles 

of forensic science – a 

criminal will leave some 

trace on a crime scene, and 

take some trace away with 

them. He called this the 

principle of exchange. 

-Capital punishment is 

when someone is put to 

-Jane Goodall was a 

primatologist who carried 

out a 55-year study on 

chimpanzees and their social 

behaviour. 

-Her research concluded 

that chimpanzees have 

similar social behaviours to 

humans.  

-Tiger in a Tropical Storm is 

a renowned painting housed 

at The National Gallery in 

London. 

-The Iron Age covers the 

period from 800 BC to the 

Roman invasion of 43 AD. 

-A species becomes extinct 

when there are no more 

individuals of that species 

left. 

-Conservation is the practice 

of protecting wild plant and 

animal species and their 

habitat. 

-The Amazon rainforest in 

Brazil is the largest 

rainforest in the world and is 

home to a complex 
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-Athens was led by a political 

body whereas Sparta was 

rules by two kings. 

-Icarus was the son of 

Daedalus who flew close to 

the Sun despite being 

warned.  

-Landscape with the Fall of 

Icarus (c. 1555) is an oil 

painting attributed to Pieter 

Bruegel the Elder. 

-Pieter Bruegel I (ca. 1525–

1569), commonly known as 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder, was 

the greatest member of a 

large and important 

southern Netherlandish 

family of artists active for 

four generations in the 

sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

heritage. 

-The solar system was formed a crazy 

4.6 billion years ago. For most of history 

it was thought that everything moved 

around the Sun, however around the 

17th century the idea that the earth is 

just one planet in the solar system 

started gaining popularity. 

-Colonel Chris Hadfield, was the first 

Canadian astronaut to live aboard the 

International Space Station. 

-The Space Station is the largest 

manned object ever sent into space. It is 

a research facility that measures 290 

feet in length and 356 feet in width. It 

weighs more than 1 million pounds. It 

orbits 250 miles above the earth and can 

be seen in the night sky. 

-A pilgrimage is a journey, especially a 

long one, made to some sacred place as 

an act of religious devotion. 

route or journey. 

-Timothy John Berners-Lee 

Facts. Sir Timothy John 

"Tim" Berners-Lee,”(born 8 

June 1955), also known as 

TimBL, is an English 

computer scientist. He is 

credited with the invention of 

the World Wide Web. 

-E-safety refers to the 

education and monitoring of 

young people to understand 

the risks of using connected 

devices and services, 

including computers, mobiles 

and tablets. 

- It is important to exercise 

every day to keep your heart, 

lungs and muscles strong and 

healthy. 

- It is also important to eat a 

varied and balanced diet to 

stay healthy, including at 

least five portions of fruit and 

vegetables every day. 

- Your heart plays and 

important part in being 

healthy. It keeps all the blood 

in your circulatory system 

flowing. 

 

death by the state as a 

punishment for a crime. It 

is illegal in the UK. 

-Electricity can flow 

through the components in 

a complete electric circuit. 

We can use symbols to 

draw circuits. 

-some of the earliest 

schools were in the Greek 

city-states, but they 

operated under very 

different systems. 

-Parents would choose a 

school based on the 

monthly cost and the 

subjects they offered. It 

was certainly a simpler 

system, and rather 

entrepreneurial, but 

unfortunately this meant 

that only the children of 

wealthier parents would 

receive an education. 

ecosystem of plants and 

animals. 

-Big businesses and farming 

are changing the nature of 

the area at the expense of 

the rainforest and the local 

populations. 

- Deforestation is the 

permanent destruction of 

forests to make the land 

available for other uses. 

- Croydon was the first part 

of the country to provide 

fresh water to its citizens by 

setting up a water board 

with the aim of improving 

water quality. 
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Tracking Progress and Achievement Across the Curriculum  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                Teacher Tracking-ongoing          Pupil showcasing key learning in their ‘Learning Journey’ Portfolios 

 

The Ark Oval Curriculum offers equal weighting to all subjects across the curriculum, thus tracking of these subjects must be rigorous, incisive and consistent. Teachers track 

non-core subjects much alike Reading, Writing, Maths, assessing whether pupils have met the knowledge/skills required to satisfy the programme of studies for each year 

group. Key ‘showcase’ pieces to  evidence this is collected in pupils ‘Learning Journey’ portfolios upon entrance in Year 1 all the way through the Year 6. This showcases the 

pupils’ achievement allowing pupils to celebrate their successes but also acts as an assessment for learning tool for teachers year on year. The cumulative element of the 

curriculum is thus strengthened as pupils are able to look back on learning from previous years to develop and deepen their understanding.  


