
Important 

Dates 
 

Half Term 

Holiday 

Mon 17th Feb 

- Fri 21st Feb 

 

Staff Inset 

Days 

Mon 24th Feb 

- Tues 25th 

Feb 
 

School 

Returns 

Weds 26th 

Feb at 8:30am 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

The Governing Body met earlier this week for the first meeting of the Spring term.  We covered the important, 

regular agenda items including progress and attainment data, attendance, and assessment of classroom 

management.   Great progress is being made, thanks to the hard work of the staff, your children, and your 

support for the school.  

 

We have good news that we'd like to share with you: 

 

-  We're delighted to say that a new Governors' reading prize will be offered for the first time this year, 

coinciding with World Reading Day.  More details to follow.  Please encourage your children to take part:  it 

would be great to see as many as possible seizing this opportunity to grow their reading skills.    

-  Plans for the school expansion are progressing well.  Ms Rutherford now has outline plans for the new layout 

and elevations, and they look terrific.  This is a big step for the school and when complete, will mean that your 

children benefit from state of the art buildings, designed for modern education, and capable of being used in 

flexible, creative ways.  

-  The Council have confirmed plans to improve the lighting in the alleyway that runs along the school.    They 

encourage us to report any problems to the Contact Centre 0208 726 6200 or via the 'Report It' function on the 

Council's website.  Please be sure to log any issues you encounter e.g. fly tipping:  it's really important that we 

keep this area as safe as possible.   

 

Just a couple of other points to flag:  the traffic wardens are very concerned about parking on the zig-zag lines 

near the school.  Please don't do this - we'd hate you to collect a fine.  Also, we've heard reports from other 

schools of people being fined £85 for smoking in front the school.  Again, we don't want you to be penalised in 

this way so please avoid smoking near the school.   

 

With good wishes from the Governing Body. 
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Dear Parents/Carers,          3rd February 2014 

 

Croydon Council has announced that they will be introducing 20mph zones around a number of schools in the 

borough to improve road safety and encourage more young people to walk to school. 

 

The £200,000 project will encourage drivers to slow down on stretches of road heavily used by pupils, including 

around Ark Oval. The restrictions will be limited to certain times of the day, indicated to drivers by electronic 

signs.  A number of new zebra crossings are also being proposed as part of the project. 

  

Most drivers are aware of how the chances of serious injuries to children are significantly reduced by cutting 

speed.  A few, however, either aren’t aware of this or continue to drive significantly above the speed limit re-

gardless and some may not know there’s a school nearby. These zones will act as a reminder to slow down and 

take more care. 

 

I am delighted that the Council is looking at this - it’s something I have been lobbying them about for some time. 

Before any of the work is carried out, they will be seeking the views of schools, parents and local residents. I’ll 

publicise the consultation on www.gavinbarwell.com. When it begins, please do feedback any thoughts or con-

cerns you have. 

 

If you’d like to discuss this or any other issue with me, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 

  

Kind Regards, 

 

Gavin Barwell 

Member of Parliament for Croydon Central 

 

P.S. If you or your family would like to come up for a tour of the Houses of Parliament then please do not hesi-

tate to get in touch. 

http://www.gavinbarwell.com


NEW SCHOOL WEBSITE 

 

Please check our new look website for up to date information about what’s happening at school:  

www.arkovalprimary.org.  You may now view the pages in many different languages! 

PARENTS EVENING 

 

We will be holding Parents Evenings on Monday 3rd and Wednesday 5th March between 3:30pm-

6:00pm.  Letters with reply slips will be sent out next week - please return your time preference to your 

child’s teacher as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

STUDY GROUPS AND FUN CLUBS 

 

Please be advised that there are NO STUDY GROUPS and NO FUN CLUBS taking place next week from  

Monday 10th - Friday 14th February.  Please collect your child(ren) promptly at 3:30pm. 

 

Fun Clubs will resume from Tuesday 4th March and Study Groups will resume from Monday 10th March due 

to Parents Evenings on 3rd and 5th March.  

Dear Parent/Carers, 

 

First of all I would like to take the opportunity to thank all our parents/carers who have supported the school 

in embedding our school values by respecting my staff, pupils and families and secondly remind some parents/

carers about their conduct on our school premises.  Unfortunately, there have been occasions recently 

where we have had unacceptable conduct from parents/carers. 

 

School premises are private property and parents/carers will generally have permission from the school to be 

on  school’s premises.  However, in cases of abuse or threats to staff, pupils or other parents, schools may 

ban parents from entering the school which results in the parent/carer becoming a trespasser.  It is enough 

for a member of staff or a pupil to feel threatened to implement the ban.  

 

A trespasser who nevertheless persists in entering the school premises and displaying unreasonable  

behaviour may be removed and prosecuted under section 547 of the Education Act 1996. 

 
If you have any quires please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours in education, 

S Rutherford 

Headteacher 
 

RAINY DAY COLLECTIONS 

 

On rainy days, please collect children after school as follows: 

 

 * Nursery & Reception to be collected as normal 

 * Years 1, 2 , 3 & 4 to be collected from the Lower Hall 

 * Years 5 & 6 to be collected from the Key Stage 2 playground (back playground)  

    where parents can wait under the canopies 

 

If Study Groups or Fun Clubs are due to take place, they will not be cancelled due to rain. Please  

collect your child(ren) as normal after Study Groups and Fun Clubs.  Thank you. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The class with the best attendance on 14th February will have a Mufti Day 

next term! 


